Later this year, Melbourne theatregoers will have a brief opportunity to see a
recent stage version of the film of the same name, which was such a hit in the
1960s.

Thefilm starred Julie Andrews, Carol Channing and the incomparable Beatrice
Lillie (“Sad to be alone in the world, Miss Dorothy”).

The stage version, seen by the reviewer at the Marquis Theatre on Broadway,
did not include all the music from the film (copyright problems?) and new
numbers had been added. None of the additions were particularly memorable.

The dancing, though well executed, was standard Broadway fare.

The plot centres on the lives, loves and misadventures of the female residents
of the PriscillaHotel in New York in the “roaring twenties’. The hotel is
managed by white slaver, Mrs Meers. Once afemale guest isfound “to be all
aoneintheworld” she's drugged and shipped off to the Far East.

The success of the film was largely due to the formidable talents of Andrews,
Channing and Lillie. Without these women, the stage version of the musical
comedy, interesting as it was, failed to enthuse.

Reviewed by Melbourne writer Les Greenhill

1. Thereviewer at the Marquis Theatre on Broadway
2. Opposite the Marquis Theatre, NY’swell known “naked” cowboy



