Les Miserables, at Queens Theatre London, Oct 2005

Created by Alain Boublil and Claude-Michel Schonberg, from the novel by Victor Hugo, is one of my all time favorite (operas) musicals dare I use that word. Yes London for a couple of days only and what luck, one of the only shows available with good seats, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang (isn’t he a politician?) was packed out. We heard during our stop-over in New York City, that Phantom of the Opera, www.thephantomoftheopera.com  Tony’s and my favorite (opera) was closing in UK, so we saw it in NYC there, and left for Les Miserable in London at the historic Queens Theatre www.queensthetre.com . LesMis www.lesmis.com had to leave the Palace (theatre) to play at the Queens, how UK is that hey? The Place needed renovating, I know just how it felt.

On a revolving stage the production twirled and spun its magic, its dreamlike music pounding the 1000+ audience. I first saw Les Mis at the Princess Theatre in Melbourne Australia, way back when, it seemed huge with its ever-unfolding barricades taking over the smallish proscenium arch, the Princess now gives way to the Queen. The revolution that happened back then in Oz, continues in UK to this day on a seemingly impossibly postage-stamp stage in a somewhat tiny space. More like a movie (than the Eureka-Stockade walled show in Oz) people appeared and melted into the blackness of the times of the revolution. 

From the opening Soliloquy of Jean Valjean (John Owen-Jones) “I Dreamed a Dream”, which I thought came from Miss Saigon) sung by Fantine (Kerry Ellis), through Do you Hear the People Sing Enjolras, the students and citizens of 1812 Paris, to Eponines On My Own it rocked, to use an old operatic expression. Three hours and one interval later it was done.

How the hell the English and Cameron Mackintosh fit the French Revolution into this tiny space is beyond me. More WORLDWIDE PRODUCTIONS 

USA www.lesmis.com TOKYO www.toho.co.jp PRAGUE www.goja.cz  

