David Hobson – Opera Star

David Hobson an opera star was in his teens when I met him on the set of Jesus Christ Superstar, he Judas, and I the set designer (and builder). David (Judas) was the young, talented son of the local paint shop proprietor. Ballarat in the mid-eighties had a disproportionate number of highly talented young stars and production people (Max Sharam, now working in USA also in this production) Graeme Hodge (sound production and music director) also co-wrote a new opera Macbeth with Hobson. 

The production, a spectacular success in the historical Her Majesty's Theatre played to packed houses of 1100 for 10 nights. Rave reviews followed (see attached article) and had the distinction of electrocuting Jesus on a neon fitted triangle instead of the traditional cross, along with a flying fluoro-lit perspex spaceship like last supper table. 

I had been lured into helping "design" the set (the scaffolding was already assembled, but tragically leaned on a 15 degree angle) they forgot that a stage has a rake slope. My main job was to make the elevator to the top level go up and down safely as well as designing and building the large flying table. The whole cast, was terrified and with good reason, I didn’t look like the kind of person capable of solving such huge problems. We were as scared of David's talent and voice, as he of my set and props, a couple of hairy elevator plunges left him clinging helplessly on some nights. 

Most recently David was brilliant in Gilbert and Sullivan's Trial by Jury and Bizet's Pearl Fishers in Melbourne.

Some years later I stayed in on a Saturday night...yes in the city that never sleeps to watch his seminal performance in Baz Luhman's (Moulin Rouge, Romeo and Juliet) superb movie production of La Boheme in New York City! 

Talent triumphs over popularity, all hail the new Rock Gods, David and Erika!

As Australian viewers will be aware – on Channel 7’s show It Take Two, a celebrity singing competition like Skating with the Stars, David Hobson, Opera singer, and now born again rock god teamed up with the amazingly talented and beautiful Erika Heynatz to win in a landslide over a famous Australian Olympic Swimmer, and Guy Sebastian winner of Australian Idol. Talent and humbleness triumphed over popular livewires. The very shy David and Erika let their hair down and blew everyone away. They are amazing as a duet, and should do an album very soon. I can see double platinum albums, at least a few top 10 hits, and many ARIA awards for these 2 singers. Erika Heynatz matched David all the way, which is amazing considering he is one of the best talents of Opera, musicals, and Operetta of the last few decades in Australia. Cut that album soon, please!!! See the shows website for details ( http://www.ittakestwo.com.au/
Note - See an article about a very young David Hobson in Jesus Christ Superstar on the next page (
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