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OPERA TAKES OVER THE CONVENT THIS SPRING!
We’ve had Opera In The Market, Opera In the Laneway, but the hit of the 2011 operatic scene will be Opera At The Convent from The Opera Studio Melbourne.

The hallowed spaces of Abbotsford Convent may have echoed to the chanting of nuns a hundred years ago, but in Spring 2011 they will come alive with the sound of fabulous young opera singers in full flight.

On Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 October, the Abbotsford Convent Arts Complex will be transformed into a mini-festival of opera, when the students from Melbourne’s only specialist opera training program bring to life an opera for children and an exciting double bill of opera for grown ups.

Kicking off the festivities on Saturday 22 October at 1pm is a special FREE family opera – Orpheus Returns: The Case of the Underworld Zoo. Superhero Orpheus and his trusty sidekick Harp make the scary trip to the Underworld to save endangered creatures and the environment. This modern-day story is set to the music of operatic masters Monteverdi, Gluck and Offenbach and is directed by The Opera Studio’s Head of Theatre and Stagecraft, Cameron Menzies. Five to twelve year olds and their parents will love this special opera experience in the beautiful Rosina Auditorium.

On Sunday 23 October it’s the grown ups’ turn to be enchanted by a double bill of one act operas. First up is Rossini’s comedy of errors and false identity – Love’s Luggage Lost (L’occasione fa il ladro). Who could imagine that picking up the wrong back would provide twists and turns worthy of any TV soap opera! Directed by Leonie Cambage with a witty translation by Amanda Holden, this 60-minute opera in a suitcase promises a rollicking good time for those who love opera and those who are totally new to it. 

Once our luggage has been recovered, it’s time for a good old-fashioned scare in a modern opera by Phillip Glass and Robert Moran, The Juniper Tree, that tells you ‘Mother killed me, Papa ate me….’, as it explores the dark side of life, in an macabre fairytale with an eerie melodic score. Special guest artist is noted Melbourne mezzo-soprano Kerrie Bolton and it’s directed by Cameron Menzies.
All three operas feature the talented opera stars of the future from The Opera Studio Melbourne.

Prices for the Sunday double bill are only $30 adults and $25 concession, while Saturday’s family opera is absolutely free – it’s the best operatic deal in town!
Book for Orpheus at www.trybooking.com/ and for the Rossini/Glass double bill at www.trybooking.com/VDC ,or  book by phone on 0458 668 424.

Further information: www.theoperastudio.com.au
Media enquiries:
The Opera Studio Melbourne publicist Julie Houghton juliehoughton1@hotmail.com or 0418 102 356

