Loves Luggage Lost & the Juniper Tree by theoperastudio @ Abbotsford Convent 
Well the best opera we have seen performed by white people happened today in of all the star signs Scorpio, who could have predicted just how great these two min-operas by Rossini and Philip Glass/Robert Moran would be.
It takes a brave company indeed to pair these very different offerings and a great young fresh company to pull both off so brilliantly. We can’t decide which of these two gem-like productions is better so we’ll discuss the overall production values of each jointly. 
Under the Direction of Cameron Menzies Melbourne’s “operatic enfant terrible” today we heard superb voices interpreting complex rhythms beautifully and wonderful vocal deliveries in Leonie Cambage’s remake of classic Rossini. In a darkened hall solo brilliant pianist Rhodri Clarke magically played both works live on an electronic keyboard/synthesizer to a full house audience. 

Sets for each work were minimal but effective as to be expected from this sparse 1960’s inspired group of artists; for the Rossini a couple of bikes, a beanbag, and wild colorful outfits; for the Glass/Moran a square metal frame grid tilted woven with strands of torn black and white shopping bags and a couple of candlesticks with what looked like furry animals on top.
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Firstly lets look at and applaud the Leonie Cambage directed Rossini Loves Luggage Lost. Physically exciting, this hilariously presented antic filled farce starred Facebook friend whacky Nick Dinopolous and of course, the sexy handsome (Australia’s look-a-like Simon Keenlyside) Nathan Lay as the bike-riding comedic lovers on a mischievous quest to meet and steal the identity from Count Daniel Sinfeld, lie to the father in law Joachin Quilez-Marin, and dupe both the fiancé and the maid. From opening to end we were captivated by this fresh young eye-candy cast especially Rhiannon Stevens and Ashlyn Tymms as the prospective stylishly gowned love interests. Rossini would have to have loved this wonderful updated version, as the audience certainly approved. 
The Set by Cam Menzies, (construction & Lighting by Matthew Nash) for The Juniper Tree was “magically appropriate and fun” (if such can be seriously described so). The fabulous little monster Lady Gaga inspired make-up and Costumes by Chloe Greaves beautifully matched the mesh welded shopping-bag frame constraining the large writhing interacting cast of zombie faced singers. 
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Whooooosshh it was a wild blood-curdling journey from gruesome beginning to it’s reincarnated happy ending! Yes, this is what we (and hopefully all young minded) theatre goers have been waiting to see! We must confess here, that we passed on reviewing Melbourne Opera Co’s Carmen the night before because we feared it would be too traditional (see our guest reviewer’s note on our Facebook page only). Please present more innovative work like this, we’re big fans always.
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We were sitting next to Caitlin McNab’s mum and dad front-row; it was their and our first ever live Philip Glass opera; they loved it as much as we did, likewise for the exceptional Rossini. These works were premiered in the Victorian country town of Beechworth some days prior to today’s Melbourne performance.
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It takes a lot to change a culture and it is usually up to the young to do it, well done guys you have moved the parameters of opera/theatre and all those tired old performance goalposts…. thank you everyone for a brilliant inspiring show. 
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ENSEMBLE: 

Ashlyn Tymms 

Daniel Sinfield

Rhiannon Stevens 

Joaquin Quilez-Marin
Loves Luggage Lost : Photos by Linda Thompson

Juniper Tree : Photos by Sarah Walker Photography.
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