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‘THE DREAM’ BRINGS THREE OF AUSTRALIA’S GREATEST SINGERS TO MELBOURNE

When the Royal Melbourne Philharmonic brings Elgar’s sublime work ‘The Dream of Gerontius’ to Melbourne Town Hall on Sunday 2 October, it also brings three magnificent soloists to do it justice.

Outstanding Australian-born tenor Bradley Daley will sing the title role. Bradley is now based in Australia after a stellar career with English National Opera, Opera North and European opera companies. He is joined by distinguished mezzo soprano, Deborah Humble, now based in Germany as principal soloist at Hamburg State Opera, as the Angel, and Australia’s leading operatic baritone Michael Lewis OAM will fly in to Melbourne to sing the commanding role of the Priest.

Joining this high flying trio is the RMP Choir and Orchestra, the Australian Catholic University Choir, and the Melbourne University Choral Society, combining to make more than 350 musicians live on stage, all conducted by RMP Chief Conductor Andrew Wailes.

‘Gerontius’ is regarded by many as the greatest work in the history of English music, and relates the journey of a pious old man’s soul from his deathbed to his judgement before God and his journey into Purgatory.

Wailes says ‘Gerontius’ is so much fun to conduct, and describes it as a conductor’s dream in one sense and a massive challenge in another.

“’Gerontius’ is a complex and highly sophisticated work, which has been described as a kind of English ‘Parsifal’ by various commentators who have compared the work to one of Wagner’s operas in the way it is written. It needs massive choral and orchestral forces, and three heroic soloists who must also be able to sing with the expressive qualities of a lieder recitalist as well as with the power of a Wagnerian hero,” Wailes explained.

This is a rare chance to see this great masterpiece performed, as it has not been heard in Melbourne for some years, making this the must-hear concert of 2011.

And for those who are fond of musical trivia, having Michael Lewis on stage at Melbourne Town Hall means he is performing almost across the road from his son Ben, who is enjoying success as The Phantom in ‘Love Never Dies’ at the Regent Theatre – and they both have shows in the early evening on Sunday 2 October!

It’s all happening on Sunday 2 October at 5pm at Melbourne Town Hall.

Don’t miss this major event in the 2012 Melbourne music calendar.
Adult tickets are priced from $54.10 with concession and children’s prices available. Book at www.ticketmaster.com.au or phone 136 100 or direct at www. rmp.org.au

Pics and biogs and further background can be provided immediately upon request, and Andrew Wailes, Bradley Daley and Michael Lewis are available for interview requests.

Media Enquiries: RMP Publicist Julie Houghton – juliehoughton1@hotmail.com or 0418 102 356 
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