Puccini 150 years by MCO.

Giaccomo must also be Italian for Casanova, the outrageous Casanova himself and Puccini shared that commonest of names John, does that mean that all Johns share that same rakish rapacious outlook, we hope not. We looked up Puccini's listing in The Book of Music and were shocked to find that one of history's most famous composers only had a few lines about his life along with the list of great his astounding operas.

How we judge a womaniser nowadays has changed, once they were admired for their exploits, now they seem rather sad tragic desperate types. Romantics they were not, at least not your contemporary definition. We saw Vanessa West's Puccini's Women one woman show a while back (see reviews archives) portraying the man, seen through the eyes of his women. Vanessa features again in this Melbourne City Opera song-story narrated by Dr Joseph Talia OAM 

Suzanna Ribet,

Paula Coster, 

Mylinda Joyce, and 

Kerrie Bolton. 

Bass baritones Gary Rowley and 

Lucio Coceani 

Tenors Marco Cinque (lyric), 

Salvatore Granate (spinto) and 

Sebastiano Giacobello, backed by 

The MCO Chorus and Orchestra conducted by Pat Miller.

The hits rolled out interspersed with the at times gruelling life-story of the composer, the bitter with the sweet you might say. 

Love Duet and Humming Chorus from Mme Butterfly

O Soave Fanciulla, the act 2 Ensemble La Boheme, 

Chorus to the Moon, In questa regia, and Nessun Dorma Turandot, 

Love duet Act1 & Te Deum Tosca, along with favourites from La Fanciulla del West, La Rondine, Gianni Schicchi & Il Tabarro, Le Ville, and of course Edgar.

With the exceptional acoustics of Melba Hall, the show thundered along hit after hit torturously narrated by the empathetic Dr Joseph Talia. Ensembles, duos and soloists were romanced onstage by the twirling diving lithe conductor Pat Miller. In all a great night with the best songs delivered beautifully by all counter-balancing the bizarre roguish life-story of a tortured musical genius by another great Melbourne opera company.  
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Melbourne City Opera
presents THE PUCCINI STORY featuring a renowned
cast and The MCO Orchestra and Chorus

casT
Suzanne Ribet Gary Rowley

Mylinda Joyce Marco Cinque
Vanessa West Sam Granata
Kerrie Bolton Lucio Coceani

Paula Coster  Sebastian Giacobello

Written and Narrated by Dr Joseph Talia 0am

Conducted by Enzo Marciano,
Sue Robinson & Patrick Miller

Fri 19, Sat 20 & Sun 21 September 2008




