THE FUNERAL PARTY is as good a title you could give to an art-architecture perspective of the goings on in Fitzroy St ST KILDA 1977- mid 80’s. When Dolores San Miguel (operator of the punk music venue) and personal long-time friend, phoned to invite Tony Shepherd and Lionel Curtis (The Opera Boys) to attend an artist mural launch, we were at best a little hesitant. My alias’s back then  were  Lucky Boy and Lino Vinyl, art student at Prahran CAE, I also had a couple of music programs on the first community radio station 3CR in Collingwood a suburb of Melbourne, where we played the first Punk music in Melbourne The Sex Pistols’ Anarchy in the UK and God Save the Queen. 
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Shaun Kelly Ash Wednesday at Marijuana house 1979

As part of the then modern attempt to integrate and make available University facilities to any users, we (UWU) “inherited” 2 High St Prahran shops to use for public access to our Community University. My day job back then, apart from occasional lectures, was publicity manager for The UWU (Unemployed Workers Union). 
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Secret Police@ Ballroom poster
Three new 1977 punks, Chris Caine (Photographer/Filmmaker) Pete Waples Designer/Artist) Brian Cauldrey (UWU coordinator) and I, set up an managed the clothes-store in one shop, cheekily called “No Future-Last Daze” described in publicity leaflets as “a 2 week Boutique, Too weak to Survive”. Chris Caine’s wrap-around Diploma Photography 20x10 foot art piece, was taken directly from the college art gallery and pasted up as huge graffiti art onto what was then the Ogilvy & Mather Advertising offices opposite Windsor Railway Station overnight. The police attended BUT we got away WHAT fabulous art defacement.
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Ballroom’s 1st Birthday party poster
In keeping with our1977 Punk ethos we refused service to Hippies allowing them only to rummage thru a rubbish bin of “un-punk wear” on the front footpath outside. If they agreed to let us cut off their beards, plaits and long hair (badly)  and a fashion makeover-over, we would sell them things. The store also boasted that “no clothes are clean and all lay-by goods would be sold many times over”. This boutique dressed the bands that played “Dolores’ Ballroom” nightly in St Kilda, Nick Cave (Birthday Party), Sean Kelly (Models), Ash Wednesday  (Jab, Models) etc. By day we sold punk clothes to musicians and artists; this was, back then the established fashionable punk aesthetic. 
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BPlaughclownsGoBtwnsposter

During that 2 week period of being in business fortunately for us Sid Vicious (Sex Pistols) died, giving us great publicity here on TV, and overseas in London, we drew his body outline in red printers ink and splattered the sidewalk with his “blood”; tasteless but appropriately punk indeed. House manikins were fellow art student/model Deb Thomas (the now Editor Aust Women’s Weekly Magazine), and fashionista Kate Durham (Artist, Koala Blue). Other celebrity shoppers were Jenny Watson (Artist) sisters Jenny and Wendy Bannister (designers). By day we dressed the stars, by night we closed the shop early and did the music bars.
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The Fabulous Marquises
Most nights of the week (as we didn’t have jobs) we got to see the best of what was to become Punk music at the Dolores’ Ballroom, Hearts, Exford Hotel, Bananas, Champion Hotel, Marijuana House etc. WE the nameless undocumented regulars being the Ballrooms fabulous Go-Go dancer Janice Fillipuzzi, Merle (aka Pearl Tapioca), Sid her sister, baby brother Kenny McArthur went to everything and everyone’s parties invited or not.
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News@Hearts Fitzroy 1979

Other members of our times were Richard Lowenstein (Filmmaker), Sam Sejavka(Ears), Mirella Salmon, Miche Bonnet, Dean Richards, Olie Olsen (whirly whirl), Greg Ades, Clinton Walker, Crusader & Roland (Hares&Hyenas) Alan Bamford, Debbie Dinosaur, Pierre Sutcliffe, Rob Wellington, Adam Learner, Rob Griffith, Chris Whelan, Paul Cater, Bohdan X (Jab) James Eden & Ian, Sandy Cockburn, Pete Waples, Tobsha Lerner (Writer) Tarty Wayne Maney, brothers Grant and Ken Olver (Pilgrim), Jane Harrison (Playwright) Nick Seymour (Crowded House, The Jetsons)Paul Kelly (Singer) Tim McKew (Performer) Mark Warner (RIP) Troy Davies (Designer RIP). Most popular local “little bands” for us were Birthday party, Laughing Clowns,Tsk Tsk Tsk, Equal Local, La Femme, News, Little Murders, Voight 465, Crime and the City Solution, Go Betweens, Paul Kelly & The Dots, and Flowers (Icehouse).
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International Exiles record cover

The above-named people were not all invited to this event today, as they are still pretty much the untraceable regulars that always never seem to get listed in documented artwork/events. The ballroom was not just on weekends for us, we lived there practically, 5-6 daze a week. 
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For us, the music (Punk scene) died in 1980, and what is being documented here for the 50 limited edition booklets and exhibited image banner wrapped around the old George Hotel (Seaview Ballroom) happened after our time (80-86). 
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                                    Little Murders at Jump Club 1981
It is vital that this era be documented, and as such we thank the artist Jo Scicluna, and architects Paul Morgan, Stephen O’Connor and Toby Reed involved for asking Dolores to invite “all the Lost Punks” missing in action c. 1976-1980 along to the event, were you there?.
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                              Mulgrave Moles 1979

Links

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Anna-Netrebko/10480012626#/operaboy?v=app_2347471856&ref=profile
