Tosca at the Metropolitan Opera in New York
2009/10 Season
Our 2nd Tosca in the last few weeks. The last one was by a local Melbourne, Australia company Melbourne Opera Company which employed a great touring set that their parent company employed in the Athenaeum, Melbourne, Australia (see links for dates in regional areas). The opening gamut by the Metropolitan Opera in New York for global consumption via the medium of opera in High Definition to over 42 countries on 6 continents was broadcast belatedly (2 or more weeks after NY) Down Under. These guys really are amazing at presenting to a global audience for new media for opera performance;  as have we at The Opera Boys been a global promoter of opera, ballet, plays, musicals, art, design, and other arts that we want to see and review. We are also global on 6 continents and have over 100 countries in our fan network. 
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Fans of Tosca and Puccini are well aware of the story and the music. This classic opera by the Cecil B De Mille of opera, Puccini tells the story of the foiled love of Floria Tosca and Mario Cavaradossi. The evil police chief Scarpia flexes his power as all tyrants tend to do. He wants Tosca and will kill his rival and rebel the painter Cavaradossi. 
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He tricks Tosca into believing that he will us blanks in the execution of her lover. She gets him to write a note giving them free passage to escape. She kills Scarpia and awaits the mock execution hoping that she and her lover will escape unharmed. The dead Scarpia gains revenge from the grave when real bullets cut down Cavaradossi in front of Tosca. She then escapes by plunging to her death from Castel Sant’Angelo, the Inquisitional prison in Rome.
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The cast in this production did a good job in the performance of the opera. A highlight was the acting and singing of the Scandinavian soprano, Karita Mattila, who I warmed to in her portrayal of the jealous, often unself assured tragic heroine of this piece. She harked back to the old type divas much like our local diva Dame Joan Sutherland.  My favorite Tosca was Angela Gheorghiu and my favorite Cavaradossi is her real life husband Roberto Alagna. This company really does have a star lineup. 
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Marcelo Alvarez from Argentina was an able backup to the action by his Tosca as Cavaradossi.  Scarpia, as played by Juhu Uusitalo was also great in his stone/snake skin costume. Power corrupts absolutely, but is short lived. He looked like an ancient Roman despot and played the part well. 
[image: image5.jpg]



Luc Bondy as the director of this production managed a credible update for The Met after using a Franco Zeffirelli Tosca production for over 2 decades. 
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The costume designer, Milena Canonero, did an amazing job. She has won numerous Academy Awards for costume Design for movies such as Marie Antoinette and Barry Lyndon.

If you haven’t seen a Met in HD production yet then by all means see this and others at selected cinemas in your country. The Hissing sound and overexposure that appeared to cloud the screening needs to be fixed in Australia, but I hope global audiences in other countries don’t experience the same problems.

Links

http://www.metoperafamily.org/metopera/season/
http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/Film/Release/MetOpera.htm
http://www.themetinaustralia.info/
If you want to see some of the greatest operas by a world class opera company go and see The Met in HD in the beautiful Art Deco theatre in Yarraville ( http://www.suntheatre.com.au/live_events.php
