Tosca by Melbourne Opera Company
Up in the Gods we saw the new production of Tosca at the musty old Athenaeum Theatre, in staid old Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. A bastion of conservative, Old Empire opera. The average age of the audience was probably 70 or so. Don’t modernize, don’t do anything new or avante garde with opera staging, costuming, or content.  I wish these companies in Melbourne tried something, anything new. If you want to see great use of technology and stage design see the 2007 production of La Pietra del Paragone from Theatre du Chatelet, in Paris. Great use of blue screening, cameras, and miniature sets was brilliant and innovative. The production by the Metropolitan Opera in New York of The Damnation of Faust last year was also ground breaking in its presentation. 
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Cavaradossi. Courtesy and copyright of MOC.
This classic opera by the Cecil B De Mille of opera, Puccini tells the story of the foiled love of Floria Tosca and Mario Cavaradossi. The evil police chief Scarpia flexes his power as all tyrants tend to do. He wants Tosca and will kill his rival and rebel the painter Cavaradossi. 
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       Antoinette Halloran as Tosca and Gary Rowley as Scarpia.

                                      Courtesy and copyright of MOC.
He tricks Tosca into believing that he will us blanks in the execution of her lover. She gets him to write a note giving them free passage to escape. She kills Scarpia and awaits the mock execution hoping that she and her lover will escape unharmed. The dead Scarpia gains revenge from the grave when real bullets cut down Cavaradossi in front of Tosca. She then escapes by plunging to her death from Castel Sant’Angelo, the Inquisitional prison in Rome.
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Cavaradossi and Scarpia. Courtesy and copyright of MOC.
The cast in this production did an adequate job in the performance of the opera. A highlight was the acting and singing of Antoinette Halloran. Jason Wasley also performed well as Cavaradossi. Lucas de Jong is good in baritone roles but he didn’t seem menacing enough in the dark role of Scarpia. I am sure that Gary Rowley’s performances on alternate cast nights would have been great. He plays villains really well. 
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Antoinette Halloran as Tosca.  Courtesy and copyright of MOC.
The set was fairly basic and was easily adapted to different scenes which will suit the touring nature of the shows.
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Antoinette Halloran as Tosca.  Courtesy and copyright of MOC.
Worth seeing as a touring production.

[image: image7.jpg]——

»

"





Antoinette Halloran as Tosca and Gary Rowley as Scarpia.

                 Courtesy and copyright of MOC.
Links
http://www.melbourneopera.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=369rRb-btgY
A video excerpt of La Pietra del Paragone.
