THE TRIAL OF ADOLF EICHMANN

In 1961, “Chief Executioner” Adolf Eichmann is captured and extradited to Israel pleads not guilty to being responsible for the “The Jewish Problem Final

Solution”.
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A painting of Adolf Eichmann.
This serious work in two acts is now playing at one of two studio theatres in the Northcote Town Hall arts precinct, (which we can only assume is the Birds Nest Theatre?) perched a-top Northcote’s biggest (and only) hill. We traveled by (a fairly good public transport combination of) train and tram, arriving early for an 8-30pm show on opening night, Saturday the 24th October.
We chatted with the writer Neil Cole, (present in the foyer on our arrival) who describes this work in his own words loosely as….
“Woven through the trial of this man (ADOLF EICHMANN ) who administered what is arguably the one of the worst crimes in history, comes the inspiring story of two Auschwitz survivors – Kitia Altman and Arnold Erlanger - now living in Melbourne.” 
Serious Theatre as such can be exhilarating or depressing, this was neither. It was politely and sensitively informative. Given that the drama directly involved and was connected to two real Melbourne women, it made it all the more eerily confronting. To face ones own demons as our playwright Neil has done in his own life is brave; for his “characters” to face a monster through the eyes and real life experience is chilling. 
Starkly set in the open plan interactive style of studio theatre, we find ourselves face to face with an intelligent thinking serial mass murderer who looks like everyone’s dad. This monster manages almost to persuade us that he did no wrong in clearing the German streets by merely re-locating excess people by sending them to gas-chambers for extermination. The two women featured only survived by “looking as normal as possible” in their own words so as not to be murdered, now there’s a concept; isn’t that what we all do in life. Stay small, the Juggernaut will just roll over you leaving you safe, yeah sure Adolph! When we invited our thespian friend Mark (a huge fan of Director Jasper Bagg’s other more Shakespearian productions) he and our gang decided we’d all heard enough already of the Jewish story. It is very hard for us here in Australia to comprehend the Jewish (or any other) situation, from such a safe isolated haven as Australia.
Our now 87 year old friend Ruth lives in NYC USA, has a successful middle class black son to a Jamaican alcoholic father; has reared him in Harlem as a Jewish single mother school-teacher in the 1950’s. One of her best friend’s “Freddy” has a number tattoo from a concentration camp and has refused to talk to me (Lionel) since 1990 because she decided I didn’t think often or hard enough about the plight of the Jews. She is right we do live at the bottom of the world and our Jewish friends survived by escaping here in WW2, it is so long ago and not within most of our experience to comprehend, BUT please if you can handle it see this helpful thoughtful play; or one like it, we grow from others experiences. It is very well directed/acted, good music (Ligetti’s Gayne Ballet Suite 2001) and is as enjoyable as any work of this genre can be. Congratulations to all for presenting a horror story where a monster is captured and suitably removed. 
Cast and Crew

Liran Shachar - Kitia Altman.
Adolf Eichmann - Ross Williams.
General Heydrich/Dr Servatius - Michael F Cahill.
Mr Hausner - Cory Corbett.
Judge/Rossner - Shane Foster.
Arnold Erlanger - Rhys MacAlpine.
Cesia/Lucinda - Tanya Braunovic.
Music Direction (and original compositions) - David Howell.
Director - Jasper Bagg.
Set design - Robert Lingham.
Lighting - Richard Gorr.
Season dates
Wed 28 - 8pm.
Thur 29 1pm.
Sat 31 - 5pm.
Sun 1 Nov - 6pm.
Thur 5 - 8pm.
Fri 6 - 1pm.
Sat 7 - 8.30pm.
Sun 8 - 2pm.


PS; Northcote Town Hall is NOT Eagle's Nest Theatre. 
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http://www.eaglesnesttheatre.com/Home.html
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http://www.doollee.com/PlaywrightsC/cole-neil.html
