Cinderella at the Paris Garnier Opera House
From the opening curtain it was obvious that this fairytale was not the Cinderella we loved as kids. A vast space resembling a dance/film studio interior at left of stage, merged into a cosy lounge-room of a middle class family on the right. This filmic version, shot direct from the stage performance was introduced by a coterie of flash wielding paparazzi photographers chasing a Marilyn Monroe look-a-like for snapshots. Groucho Marx walked through the dancing as well as other theatre extras and numerous random dance-troupers.
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Next the usual tradition of having the “ugly stepsisters” played by men was not observed, but their mother was a male dancer. Oh by the way have we mentioned that this is a ballet. Unlike other classic operatic and dance versions of La Cenerentola (Cinderella) over the past few years, this one barely resembled the story at all. For any late arrivals, they could be forgiven for thinking they’d strayed into a rehearsal for Chicago or some other musical. The fabulously gigantic set changed from interior to outside City Street in an instant; it was 1920’s Hollywood, complete with a film crew, director and producer filming the family as they prepared to go to the ball. 
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The costumes were 1920’s flapper, and the story one of 3 sisters auditioning for a movie role readied by their pushy mother and opportunistic father. Large 30ft high girlie cut-out neon edged figures of twenties bob-haired dancers decorated a very film like street, which at times was the scene of King Kong being filmed in black and white flickering light as in a silent movie. Cinderella left “the Ball” in a large red and blue inflatable roadster automobile which had been sat upon by the 30ft high King Kong monkey…mmmm. So was their slipper, NO, Cinders took slipper one home with her as she fled at midnight (represented by blue/black clad dancers fleeing as the seconds gave way to midnight. 
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When the Movie Producer/Lover/(Prince? caught up with her at the end, she produced her matching shoe and GOT THE PART as lead actress in his movie, much to the chagrin of her clumsily stepsisters. All in all a brilliant re-working of a tried and true tale, superbly danced (hilariously acted) by a huge cast, Cinderella will never be the same depressing tragic story again.
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Onstage at The Paris Garnier Opera House Theatre, danced by the Paris Opera Ballet Company…for World Opera & Ballet in HD 
...it was a miracle of design and staging like no other pantomime you’ll ever see!
This was the last performance in Melbourne theatres as part of the 12 month long series by WOB; we hope they will continue this outstanding season in 2010
Details of ballet

PROKOFIEV
Paris Opéra Ballet - Opéra National de Paris
127mins (plus intermission time tbc)

Fri 2 Oct 09; Sat 3 Oct 09; Sun 4 Oct 09; and Wed 7 Oct 09

Choreography: Rudolf Nureyev

Music: Sergei Prokofiev
Conductor: Kevin Rhodes

The Paris Opéra Ballet performs Sergei Prokofiev's stylish ballet Cinderella based on the 1987 version created by renowned choreographer Rudolf Nureyev. Adapting the fairy tale by Perrault, Nureyev places the timeless story in a Los Angeles mansion and a large movie studio during the heyday of Hollywood. 
Links
http://www.worldoperaandballet.com.au/exhibits.html
http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/frameset.asp?p=http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/now_showing.asp?movieID=1087
