BlowWaves do John Curtin

Computer doesn’t want us to write this review (computer says no) but we certainly need to review and comment on a style of music that we are told is sexy-retro-80’s. This definition itself worries me, propelling us into uncomfortable genre description pushing the band in and out of many “style” categories. Why can’t we just accept the titles bestowed on “The BlowWaves” and get on with the review: they deserve more than superficial praise. 
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Band image (left to right) Jamie Wave, John Pants, Byron St John, 
Jezz Beat and (front) Matt Doll   (c) 2009 Lara Luz.
Let’s place them somewhere around Human League headed by Freddy Mercury or Marc Almond (Depeche Mode) with a huge somewhat impenetrable wall of sound production like Simple Minds; perhaps recalling Duran Duran and The Cure.  We like all of these bands but are not really able to absorb them all at the same time, nor does it seem from one single band source like the unique BlowWaves.
An avalanche of sound/music information, an inability by us mere mortals (weaned on operatic arias) to accommodate the density of intense music delivered such a full on group. Loved the sound overall and the visual performance but have to say noticed the heterosexual mass exodus from the band room, heads spinning. Reared on the Aussie hetero-male band-musician scene, we must understand that in our country being too accomplished or clever equals pretentious or (as in this case) Gay to most. Visually exciting to a gay and female audience but terrifying to the straights and their mates.

Having said that, we acknowledge the BlowWaves brilliance along with their earnest desire to promote “the cause” and agree with what you are doing 100%. It is not surprising that you guys do so well overseas, (full credit to you for promoting yourselves as Australians there too), but, it’s all too much for an Aussie white boy/girl to handle we fear. So all we can say is fantastic show, you guys rock. Unfortunately for you also, gay male audiences don’t follow bands or live music but seem to prefer recorded disco/show stuff; straights seem to like live rocky dance music like yours, therein lays the dilemma, worlds collide. Thank Zeus for the European sensibility, taste, and style; and thank Australia for the weather, arts grants, and cheap air-tickets overseas.

Yea BlowWaves keep on frockin’ in the G World
Download photos of the Blow Waves at www.epk.theblowwaves.com/downloads
