SCORPIO-GOSSIP 2007

This month sees us in the sign of Scorpio  23 Oct-22 Nov (NOT everyone’s favorite STAR-SIGN) which they say, corresponds to Sex and ….Death ????

Not literally death heaven forbid, but more…changes, perhaps to do with attempting to dodge wicked Scorpio’s sting. The Opera Boys have the policy of no bite or stinging critiques, only defiantly supportive reviews, if that sounds like what you are doing contact us.

Lets start with Death, firstly this week we saw a great English movie called Death at a Funeral (operatic nonetheless in its exaggerated dramatic interplay of death and sex involving a small person) go see it if you can. Spoke to our lovely LIVE contact Ruth Peterkin in NYC by phone, she’s currently reading one of seventeen mystery stories titled “Death at La Fenice” by New Jersey USA writer Donna Leon. 
Ms Leon settled in Venice for 20 years (lucky her), this one is about the suicide of the Orchestra Conductor at La Fenice Opera House Venice. 

Speaking of Sex and death, Opera Australia’s Streetcar named desire was a smash hit in Sydney recently, and we waited for its Melbourne performances, only to find that it’s not going to happen with Opera Australia. It appears that the rights for Melbourne belong to another Opera Company - MCO, so we’ll let you know more when it’s on here. Star of “Streetcar” and “Dead Man Walking” New Zealand heart-throb Teddy Tahu Rhodes will be playing the”Don”later this year as a leather-booted “Don Giovanni by Opera Australia. We are negotiating an interview with him and Emma Matthews, if they will agree to it being via YouTube…lets hope it all works out. Speaking of YouTube, Rosario La Spina’s interview with Lucas De Jong is a smash hit and VERY POPULAR; see this site or Google Rosario. We are off to New Zealand next week as it appears that NO OPERA”S are on in Melbourne during the Star Sign Scorpio. Very odd indeed, considering half of the composers of Opera by all the companies turn out to be SCORPIO’s.

Opera Australia’s tenor David Hobson best known for his opera role as Rodolfo in Baz Lurmann’s (Moulin Rouge, Romeo and Juliet) La Boheme, is still DANCING and now SINGING to music from Prokofiev’s  “Romeo and Juliet” in Australia’s Dancing with the Stars TV series. Hobson (AN OLD ROCK-N-ROLLER), played Judas in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s rock opera Jesus Christ Superstar at age 17 before turning to “serious opera”.

Now to the good part of Scorpio, SEX. Saturday saw the much anticipated Burlesque opening of Cabaret Voltaire in Raglan St Nth Melbourne. In the upstairs performance area, scantily clad sirens weaved their way through the capacity audience and appropriate songs, interspersed with champagne flowing conversations downstairs in the intimate “lingerie lounge” (our term not theirs)! Burlesque…..best described as going out for a social drink and finding yourself in the company of pretty sexy woman, cultured patrons of the finer arts? A delighted Christopher Cain who studied under international artistic photographer Athol Smith, and worked with filmmaker Paul Cox, was there camera in hand thank you very much.

Same night same time, this time it was the master of wickedness himself Tim McKew playing Noel Coward to the packed (holy) house at St Peters (of all the saints) Church East Melbourne, arts patron Lady Potter’s local. McKew next plays Coward in Adelaide as part of the Feast Festival, and for The Noel Coward Society on 23rd and 25th November (see REVIEWS section this website for more of Tim McKew). 

Opera Australia and Victorian Opera Company have released their 2008 season programs (see this website for details). 

Mention should be made here of the diverging styles of these top two companies. VOC appears to be following the more purist chamber music path (Monteverdi) with OA giving us its second Handel production this year Alcina designed by Andrew Hays & Kimm Kovac (see review this site) following the fabulous Julius Caesar designed by Anthony Baker 

All  for now.

