I Puritani by Vincenzo Bellini had its premiere at Theatre Italien 25th Jan 1835; tonight's opening was at the gracious old Athenaeum Theatre in Melbourne Australia. A huge well dressed crowd attended the event; we turned up early, we were lucky to get a seat in the Dress Circle up near the back row no less. Still it’s great to know that opera can pull a crowd with all the fine theatre in Melbourne at this time of year. We loved every minute.

The storyline is nice and simple, (take note please young Mozart); Lord Walton's daughter Elvira has been promised to Ricardo, but she wants to marry Arturo. The wedding is planned, meanwhile a mysterious prisoner (the Queen) Henrietta is condemned to death. Arturo decides to save her, dressing her as his bride-to-be they escape the city. Jealous Ricardo allows them to get away, knowing Arturo will be declared a traitor in exile, and he might win Elvira's heart again. Grief stricken Elvira goes kind of crazy thinking she's been dumped by Arturo. A warrant for Arturo's arrest is issued and the wedding is definitely off. They escape, Arturo is re-captured just as parliament decrees an amnesty for all prisoners and Elvira and he are re-united and no doubt get married. 
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