Design Reunion Melbourne Australia 2008
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THE GRAND PLAN
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Mirella, Martin and Lionel started with an idea to find old university classmates from 30 years ago for a small get-together lunch. We (as with most committee designed events) ended up with a diverse group of individuals, one from an “another” university another lecturer now living in San Francisco USA. Thanks to RMIT University, that lecturer, Mr Tom Matano Executive Director School of Industrial Design San Francisco (our somewhat irreverent cheeky nickname for Mr T was “Tomato”) travelled to Australia to re-unite with his first ever group of students from Swinburne University, then known as Prahran College of Advanced Education. Mr David Flynn (RMIT University) accompanied Mr Matano (an important International Designer), was in Melbourne for a presentation for Mazda organised by RMIT University

The committee, (see 
above) then set up a Facebook Page called “No Id” to promote the event and hopefully attract lost long-ago classmates. Not an easy job in any way, after 3 months we had a mailing list, at 6 months some “foundlings” were by now on Facebook, our old school (PCAE) dropped away from the process having not kept any records of past students due to Uni change of name years ago. We did not exist as students apparently, but still persisted in reuniting if only now as friends and colleagues. A venue was located in excited anticipation of a huge turn-out of 60-80 people (including partners). 

[image: image3.jpg]


A closing date was set up, and we all sat back awaiting the deluge of eager keen attendees, (how naive of us). The final numbers were a fabulous group mind you, of 17 plus 3 partners out of a mailing list of 30 located students plus partners. 
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The reasons appears to be that people move on, now possibly consider past friends as too long ago, and are too old, too busy, and too irrelevant now

 to need old memories... etc etc etc.

Devastated with our less than spectacular response, we closed down the No-Id page, re-designed our “spectacular”, licked our wounds and searched for a new venue for our dramatically down-sized reunion. You can lead (now old) horses to water....you know the rest, oh well the party must go on. A venue was finally found, near the old school, The Argo Hotel Sth Yarra we re-confirmed our “updated list” of interested friends and partners and started to plan for the big nite. 

Starting promptly (of course) at 6-30 with drinks and nibbles our final number of 20 guests adjourned upstairs to a private room and bar/ lounge for mixing, and mingling over dinner.
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THE EVENT

The assembled had by now met someone they knew, they grouped and once seated, the committee briefly introduced the evenings proceedings welcoming honoured guest Mr Matano and Mr David Flynn from RMIT University. Special guests (then Head of Dept) Iain White, and Stephen Langdon represented the school formerly known as PCAE. 

After everyone’s initial shock and chaos of not recognising ANYONE, we all got down to re-connecting with our past, and now more importantly perhaps, meeting new/old friends. 

One guest suggested later over the coffee machine downstairs that the whole free-form scenario would make a great play; proof perhaps that, enlightenment and fun does actually arise out of initial trepidation, some fear plus chaos!

The evening rocked, as everyone bonded, 30 years can be a long time span... for all of us!!!  We realised that the “missing students” may really always have been missing out, that their absence now, as back then, really doesn't matter all that much after all, their loss!
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THE PLAYERS

Andrew Blight

Barry & Mirella Salmon

David Bertuch

David Flynn

Des Sherlock

Heather & Stephen Langdon

Iain White & Adrienne

Jane Angus

Lionel Curtis 
Tony Shepherd

Martin Love

Martyn Lewis

Mike Nissl

Mrs White
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Rick Andre

Tom Matano

Tony Wing

