The Pearl fishers at The Sidney Myer Music Bowl

What a week it’s been, after 8 relaxing daze in New Zealand, it was back to “work”, ironically, to hear and see New Zealand super-stud Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Mozart’s Don Giovanni at the Melbourne Arts Centre. Also in this production is Jud Arthur (Nourabad) from tonight’s performance of Pearlfishers, playing “the Commendatore” live, Allais the statue condemning and dispatching the wicked  rapist Don Giovanni to Hell….see review this link ( http://theoperaboys.com/Special.htm  review document (click to open).
A few daze later (yes that is the correct spelling), we were among 11000 fans at Bizet’s The Pearlfishers outdoors at the Sydney Myer Music Bowl. Under a clear sky, with a fantastic full moon, our “Facebook” friend, interviewer and interviewee Lucas de Jong  was called in to play Zurga, along with Kanen Breen as Nadir replacements due to illness. A real tear jerker this one, repressed love, preserved virginity, homo-erotic overtones, very contemporary! With us on the night was friend and playwright Jane Harrison (Stolen, Rainbows End, Black Velvet), impressed by the storyline she thinks it could easily be adapted to indigenous Australians…her partner George was “shocked” at how gay it was, making jokes “at the naughty gay bits”. It was a brilliantly staged production all round. 
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                                                               Opera Australia's The Pearlfishers performed at the Sidney Myer Music Bowl
The first time I saw Pearlfishers was four years ago, I was in Melbourne wandering past the Arts Centre Theatre around 2pm on a Saturday and noticed a matinee show just about to start. I rushed in, bought a $20 ticket, got inside to find it was centre front-row dress circle what a bargain. 
It was also by Opera Australia (of course) starring Michael Lewis (the very dude ill for tonight’s performance) co-starring with David Hobson (La Boheme, Trial by Jury, Pirates of Penzance) I designed and built a set for his first opera, Judas in Jesus Christ Superstar. That Pearlfishers matinee inspired me to start going regularly to the opera, we are now up to opera number 66 …thanks David.

Outrageous in plot, dramatic in the extreme, complex relationships, beautiful music, singing lighting and production, and cheaper even than my first time….it WAS FREE. Forty thousand people I reckon can’t be wrong, to sit on a blanket under the stars for hours on a crisp night to see this multi-screen projected event, we loved the music and so did our opera-virgin friends!

Backstage later, as all reviewers get to do, we caught up with Lucas for a drink and brief congratulations. Lucas is indeed one of the true gentlemen of music; he is totally involved in the discovery of artists and encouragement and promotion of this precious art form opera. In fact, it was he who invited us to the Puccini Awards at Melba Hall School of Music Melbourne University a few years back to see Hye Seoung Kwon (Leila) in this Pearlfishers, our interview with her and video of her performance back then can be seen this website click link (   http://theoperaboys.com/ONE%20Network3.htm
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                                                        Jud Arthur (Nourabad) & Hye Seoung Kwon (Liela) in

                                                Opera Australia's The Pearlfishers at the Sidney Myer Music Bowl
Opera Australia Chorus 

Orchestra Victoria 
Conducted

Emmanuel Joel-Hornak 
Directed 

Ann-Margret Petersen 

Choreography 
Rosetta Cook, rehearsed by Andrew Frith 

Costumes 

Clare Mitchell
Lighting 

Jonathon Perry
Set Design 

John Conklin 

….other sets and costumes by John Conklin 
Wagner’s Ring Cycle San Franscisco Opera’85 
& Chicago Lyric Opera’92, 
Robert Wilson’s Mozart’s Magic Flute Opera Bastille Paris’91, 
Pelleas et Mellisande Metropolitan Opera NYC, 
Other companies... English National Opera ENO, 
NYCO, Glimmerglass Opera, Royal Opera Stockholm.
