Sagittarius 23Nov-22Dec GOSSIP outgoing gregarious fun-loving!!!!wheee
Bizet’s The Pearlfishers launched during Sagittarius, outdoors at the Sydney Myer Music Bowl, under a clear sky, with a fantastic full moon. Our “facebook” friend, interviewer and interviewee Lucas de Jong (Lucia di Lammermoor) see “latest reviews” www.theoperaboys.com ) was called in due to illness to play Zurga, alongside Kanen Breen (Nadir). 
The first time I saw Pearlfishers was four years ago, I was in Melbourne wandering past the Arts Centre Theatre around 2pm on a Saturday and noticed a matinee show just about to start. I rushed in, bought a $20 ticket, got inside to find it was centre front-row dress circle what a bargain. It was also by Opera Australia (of course) starring Michael Lewis (the very dude ill for tonite’s performance) co-starring with David Hobson (La Boheme, Trial by Jury, Pirates of Penzance) see Stars/ Latest reviews. That Pearlfishers matinee inspired me to start going regularly to the opera, we are now up to opera number 66 …thanks David.

With us on the nite were friends, playwrite Jane Harrison (Stolen, Rainbows End, Black Velvet), with her partner George, impressed by the storyline she thinks it could easily be adapted to indigenous Australians… he was “shocked” at how gay it was, making jokes “at the naughty gay bits”.. Backstage later we caught up with Lucas for a brief congrat-chat. Lucas is indeed one of the true gentlemen of music, it was Lucas who introduced us to the Puccini Awards at Melba Hall School of Music Melbourne University a few years back to hear Hye Seoung Kwon (Leila) compete, our interview with her and video of her performance back then can be seen this website click link. 
Next Opera Australia production was Offenbach’s The Tales of Hoffman, see >Reviews Emma Matthews sings four leading roles in one opera in one night. One cast will perform all the episodes of Offenbach's The Tales of Hoffmann in a new production directed by Stuart Maunder. Rosario La Spina (Hoffmann) and John Wegner plays all four villains, while conducted by Emmanuel Joel
The following night, no rest for the wicked ….Melbourne City Opera’s tribute to the recently deceased great Luciano Pavarotti at Federation Square’s BMW Edge Theatre see >Reviews<. Fabulous packed house spectacular with no less than 8 Tenors doing Nessun Dorma, and a huge chorus. Organized by the very up-to-date entrepreneurial Josef Talia, head of MCO…fantastic tribute by all!!! 
Our final opera for 2007 another fabulous Handel, Alcina four hours long, from Opera Australia >Reviews<. 
