Whose Christmas?
Dulcie Chompers Laroo (played by London School of Dramatic Arts Honors Graduate Jennifer Monk) sits alone in her nursing home on Xmas Eve (again?) 

Her family, son daughter and grand kiddies now rarely if ever visit, so how the bloody hell does she know what to buy them for Xmas? Her audiences, in the quaint compact upstairs Club Voltaire Theatre all seem to know that feeling well it appears as they embrace her every nuance and eccentricity. Young beyond her years this actor isn’t really alone as she transforms from old Dulcie to her absent daughter thru a series of frock adjustments (her old lady coat raised becomes a chic dress). Is Dulcie really alone is a dilemma facing all of us hilariously in this scenario mind you, as she interacts with her younger inner self character? It’s not easy on a simple black stage with a chair only as prop to convey to albeit an enthusiastic crowd the trauma of being alone as comedy. Playing her gramophone records she reminisces and miss-remembers events in her solitary world. 

Whose Xmas memories will she wake up to in the morning ….makes for a charming at times disturbing “close encounter of the extra-family-territorial kind” so to speak? And speak she does in this glorious little homage to loneliness at Yuletide. Visiting Club Voltaire was an experience I will remember as my own mother sits at home alone in her own home in Tasmania year after year very thought provoking wickedly funny at times the youngish crowd were with old Dulcie all the way in sentiment as she worked through her Xmas list of memories.
Downstairs in the trendy arty bar afterwards the mixed crowd mingled and shared thoughts over a champers or 3, thanks for the invite Jenny … I too do Xmas alone now and again. Check out this charming hide-away intimate arts/events complex www.acopa.com 
Production Lighting Design crew: Canada White and Sharni Page.
Venue
Club Voltaire/Art gallery/Space 14 Raglan St Nth Melbourne Victoria Australia
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