La Traviata by Opera Australia
Another in a long line of brilliant dramatic operas by the master of the big show, Verdi. This production directed by Elijah Moshinsky and set by Michael Yeargan was steadily crafted if slow to take full flight. The costumes by Peter J Hall were vibrant and festive, evoking the salon vibe of the Paris scene of the late 1900’s beautifully. The very experienced and respected lighting designer Nigel Levings performed his usual brilliance with this vital art that set the mood radiantly. 
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Aldo di Toro as 'Alfredo Germont' and Elvira Fatykhova as 'Violetta Valery'  in Opera Australia's LA TRAVIATA © Jeff Busby.

Elvira Fatykhova got off to a somewhat muted start, as did the other cast members in the first act, but her lovely delivery started to hit the mark after the brief first act. Aldo Di Toro as her lover Alfredo Germont was expertly and assuredly sung all the way through the production. Giorgio Germont was very well performed by the seasoned and assured Michael Lewis who has sung many Verdi roles here and overseas. The other cast members and chorus were strong as you would expect from the national opera company.
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Aldo di Toro as 'Alfredo Germont' in Opera Australia's LA TRAVIATA © Jeff Busby.
The story revolves around the sad tale of the fated love between the fun loving, decadent courtesan Violetta who fell in love with one of her lovers Alfredo. Big mistake for a working girl to fall in love with a client. Much like Pippa Middleton was reportedly told she wasn’t good enough, in reports a few days ago, to marry a blue blood because she was from new money, Violetta isn’t marriage material especially for an upper class family like the Germonts. Blue bloods in that era, as now, don’t marry below their class, and definitely don’t marry their mistresses.
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Elvira Fatykhova as 'Violetta Valery' and Dominica Matthews as 'Flora Bervoix' in Opera Australia's LA TRAVIATA © Jeff Busby.
Giorgio Germont, who is the father of her lover Alfredo, convinces the courtesan to give him up so his daughter won’t be rejected by her suitor.
She dutifully complies but then goes into a melancholia that eventually leads to her death from Tuberculosis or some other similar malady. 
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Elvira Fatykhova as 'Violetta Valery' and Michael Lewis as 'Giorgio Germont' in Opera Australia's LA TRAVIATA © Jeff Busby.
At the Paris Salon where the A list party she is rejected and insulted by Alfredo which lowers his standing with his peers and his father.
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Elvira Fatykhova as 'Violetta Valery' in Opera Australia's LA TRAVIATA © Jeff Busby.
In the end she reconciles with Alfredo and his father on her death bed much like other opera tragedies throughout history. They realise she is selfless and that they are selfish and 2 faced, some things in society don’t change, do they. Another tale of star crossed lovers who are undone by society and families that dare not defy convention.

[image: image6.jpg]



Elvira Fatykhova as 'Violetta Valery' in Opera Australia's LA TRAVIATA © Jeff Busby.
The overall production is well worth seeing if you love spectacular sets and costumes and large, raucous chorus work.
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Opera Australia's LA TRAVIATA salon scene © Jeff Busby.
Cast
Russian soprano Elvira Fatykhova makes her Melbourne debut in Verdi's devastatingly romantic opera, which also stars Aldo Di Toro as Alfredo Germont and Michael Lewis as Giorgio Germont.
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