Don Giovanni by Opera Australia	
Well how does one review a production we saw back in 2007, yes Opera Australia’s Don Giovanni  has been (excuse the term) re-mounted, with a new cast except for the Don, and well worth the effort it was too. Hmm what new can we say about a show we last reviewed 400 shows ago, other  than to cite the names of the new performers accompanying good old Teddy Tahu Rhodes the original (and some would say Australia’s best) Don in at least 4 years. 

Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Don Giovanni in Opera Australia's 'Don Giovanni'   ©Jeff Busby.
A simple box set with no scene changes save for the people, a coffin, the ubiquitous statue of the father, and an onstage musical ensemble made this show very familiar indeed. 
Teddy leapt onto the stage (fleeing a crowd) in his now signature tight vinyl (or is it leather) outfit, this time round though he was in hot pants, last time all in leather. Punker than Iggy Pop this time round, he swash-buckled his way from woman to woman, cheating, lying, and cajoling all whilst miraculously escaping each time to re-offend. 

Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Don Giovanni in Opera Australia's 'Don Giovanni'   ©Jeff Busby.
David Parkin played the statuesque Commendatore (father) who last time was sung by Jud Arthur (seen in the audience tonight also) on his night off from performing in Of Mice and Men. 

Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Don Giovanni, and David Parkin as The Commendatore. ©Jeff Busby.
My favorite tonight is also a Face book buddy and the daughter of my high school mate Jacqui Dark who played a Lady companion Donna Elvira. She never fails to become the character in any role even as a secondary one such as in Streetcar named Desire she shone. We just love seeing her in anything, and must say she stole the show in the female dept.

Jacqueline Dark as 'Donna Elvira'. © Branco Gaica.
Hye Seoung Kwon played a “postcard perfect replica” of the classic Donna Anna, fiancée to Don Ottavio which was also well sung by Stephen Smith. A somewhat aged Leporello (the cad Don’s manservant) was excellently acted by Stephen Bennett. 

Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Don Giovanni, and Hyeseoung Kwon as Donna Anna. ©Jeff Busby.
We suggest that you use our new SEARCH ENGINE  inside the ARCHIVES BUTTON on our website to find and compare this and the 2007 review, form your own opinion as one should please. 
It was a brilliant re-working of the previous Opera Australia “last Don here” in Melbourne none the less. Oh yes, Samuel Dundas was good too as peasant Masetto.

Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Don Giovanni and Stephen Bennett as Leporello. ©Jeff Busby.
One’s real and the original reason for attending an opening night at the opera was to catch up with and celebrities, who are still alive and living in Melbourne. 

Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Don Giovanni, and Taryn Fiebig as Zerlina. ©Jeff Busby.
Tonight over interval drinks, we ran into our old politico mates John Thwaites who is now working with ACMI (Australian Centre for the Moving Image) as well as being a University lecturer, and Melanie Eagle who is currently involved with the Futures Melbourne project. Lady Potter was there too of course, and the fabulous Deborah Cheetham from the brilliant Pecan Summer indigenous opera who we ran into at the car-parking pay machine… 

Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Don Giovanni, and David Parkin as The Commendatore. ©Jeff Busby.
Sitting next to us on the night were the Chards, Rosemary who doesn’t really like opera said she enjoyed the piece, and her husband an opera aficionado, said that he liked this production better than the Met Opera’s recent filmed HD version, which we missed seeing (how many Dons can a donchuck chuck in anyone year?). So we must believe  them, yes it was really exciting seeing a much punked up Teddy T doing his wine spilling trick (all over himself) in the dragged into flaming hell for his innumerable sins finale. Haven’t enjoyed a night out that much for quite a while, not at all like work, this show is well worth seeing, and to all there on the night it was great seeing you again …see you at the next show? 
THE PLOT: Basically a story of rabid womanizer and rake Don G abusing, cheating, and exploiting all until he gets his come-uppance at the fiery end, a great first action filled funny opera go see it you’ll love it. Leporello is his unwitting foil, and the women are all his victims. But the girls love a rogue in leather and a six pack.
Links
http://www.opera-australia.org.au/discover/look_listen?m=54b775e1

http://www.opera-australia.org.au/discover/look_listen?m=cb2b248d
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