NICA Circus Showcase 2011
Jumping thru our own metaphorical hoops we drove thru the city towards what was once my own old University’s ceramic school (now a space-age fitted theatre/circus ring auditorium) to attend opening night of CIRCUS Showcase 2011. We are guaranteed excitement from all the athlete/performers every time from this amazing world famous now school of circus arts.

David Coombs - NICA- photo by David Wyatt
Tonight of course we were not disappointed as the show loudly opened to music by Philip Glass (from “Satagraha” the next opera we’ll be reviewing for The Met Opera in NY’s Film in High Definition). Tonight’s show featured the very sexy hot young cast of men n women showcasing in turn, their signature style and pieces for selection from potential employers and of course an adoring audience. This show of graduating stars, seemed to be top heavy (no pun intended) with “aerial work” (hanging twirling rolling up, down and around long ropes and lengths of fabric, netting under stark lighting to an astonishing soundtrack of amplified music. 

Jon Allingham, Jessica Niven, Thomas Gorham - NICA - photo by David Wyatt
Each of these pieces were exceptional and some were group pieces (see pics). This must be about our third show from the National Institute of Circus Arts NICA and we make sure never to miss their brilliant opening nights; group performances will run for 8 days from 23Nov-3 Dec 2011 in a purpose built circus ring theatre in Melbourne’s inner suburb of Prahran.
Other acts were clowning star Mohican haired Reuben Zalme,  uni-cycling soloist Bryan Talaga (from Chicago USA), some powerful “hoop diving” from the petite Jessica Niven, with super studs Jon Allingham, Thomas Gorham & Chris Carlos. Excellent hilarious comedic acrobatics also from Sam Aldham and a very sexy lycra clad, inflatable-doll twirling Tarzan by Staniforth Ricketson broke the seriousness of such a risk-taking evening from all these young folk flirting with space (and potential injury even). Bravery is not usually an adjective applied to an evening’s indoor entertainment, but for us audience, holding ones collective-breath as these new stars thrilled and scared us to death while doing their day job it was riveting if not scary.

Staniforth Ricketson- NICA- photo by David Wyatt
We have left the main core acts of “aerial work” till last; two brilliant Japanese individual acts were soloists (hanging from the high ceiling) female Ikuko Tanikawa, and male Takayuki Seki, each beautifully moving! Also doing aerial work hung from and entwined in a net was the beautiful Emma Shepherd. Dangling scarily from ropes also were Zoe Newitt, and Sam Aldhan, and on trapeze we had New York USA’s contortionist’s Tosha Tharp-Kindley and Melbourne’s own Jessica Niven. Park bench acrobatics, group juggling and bottle balancing by many cast members and “plank work” (you know jumping on one end and the other person flies somersaulting) by the whole cast in the grand frantic frenetic all in together finale closed this breathtaking evening. 

Vanessa McGregor - NICA- photo by David Wyatt
Now where’s the bar, no not one you swing from one you drink at, we need to calm down and we’re only the audience. Meeting with and sharing a drink afterwards with the cast, each expressed that this showcase was crucial to their new full time careers and they were all now available for wedding parties and bar mitzvahs on their way around the world in festivals and with companies.

Zoe Newitt- NICA- photo by David Wyatt
Please go see these great young athletic artistes translating strength into art and beauty, it’s a treat for the senses, terrifying at times but gorgeous to watch, catch these guys now before we lose them all to the big wider world.
	1
	Jessica Niven
	Swinging Trapeze

	
	All cast
	Ensemble

	2
	David Coombs
	Roué Cyr (large metal ring)

	3
	Sam Aldham
	Corde Lisse (vertical rope)

	4
	Reuben Zalme
	Mime / Clowning/ Contact Juggling with crystal ball

	5
	Emma Shepherd
	Aerial Net

	6
	Julian White
	Manipulation (bottle juggling)

	7
	Staniforth Ricketson
	Straps (in Tarzan costume)

	8
	Bryan Talaga
	Unicycle

	
	All cast
	Ensemble

	9
	Vanessa McGregor
	Static Trapeze





Interval
	
	Performer
	Description of act

	10
	Takayuki Seki
	Leap from truss / Meteors

	11
	Chris Carlos & Tosha Tharp- Kindley
	Adagio

	12
	Emma Shepherd
	Hula Hoops

	13
	Ikuko Tanikawa
	MultiCord

	14
	Jennifer Simon
	Hand Balancing

	15
	Thomas Gorham
	Head Trapeze / Head Spinning / Break Dancing

	16
	Ikuko Tanikawa
	Hula cube

	17
	Zoe Newitt
	Corde Lisse (vertical rope)

	18
	All cast
	Comedy Acrobatics / Korean Plank (back) /Small Teeterboard (front) 



Links
www.nica.com.au
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23 NOVEMBER - 3 DECEMBER

NICA National Circus Centre, Green St. Prahran
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