Turandot at the Metropolitan Opera in NY
An amazing spectacle by the master, Franco Zeferelli. This production was even grander and full of amazing costumes and sets than Aida! You had to remind yourself that you were in a theatre and not immersed in Imperial Peking (Beijing).
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The monumental final scene of Turandot.
Photo: Beatriz Schiller/Metropolitan Opera.
What an amazing few weeks of opera we have witnessed. A traditional Aida by the Met in NY, an avante garde Aida in Melbourne, Australia, and this amazing Turandot. We found a DVD of Satyagraha by Philip Glass which was fantastic. And who could go past seeing one of the greatest tenors (Rolando Villazon) in full glory in DVD productions of The Elixir of Love (with Anna Netrebko) and in Manon (with Natalie Dessay). We also did a Coloratura Soprano concert with a full MSO orchestra and Emma Matthews in Melbourne, Australia.
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At the gates of Peking, the crowd sings to the rising moon in Act I.

Photo: Ken Howard/Metropolitan Opera.
Synopsis

The ice queen Princess Turandot is looking for a man to be her future consort and Emperor. There is only one catch for the prospective suitor/s that they will literally lose their head if they can’t answer 3 questions by the very demanding Princess. All 26 have failed, most recently the Prince of Persia. Only one man could hope to melt her, conquer her, and claim the prize. His name is Calaf although only his father’s handmaiden knows his real name. He insults her while answering the first question, but she is intrigued by this brash stranger that dares treat her like a mortal rather than the daughter of the gods. Even the Emperor has seen enough bloodshed from this torture test that has claimed 26 other Princes. He answers the other 2 questions and tries to claim his prize. The new deal he bargains with Turandot risks his life anew. If she can’t find out his name by dawn he will claim her as his bride, but if she can, he will die like the rest of the royal suitors. His father’s hand maiden is tortured to find out his name but she will not betray Calaf. She (Liu) sings of her unconditional love and her willingness to sacrifice her life so Turandot and Calaf will bring a new era of peace to China. Turandot’s heart is melted and everyone lives happily ever after.
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The ministers Ping, Pang, and Pong lament the state of China in the first scene of Turandot's second act.

Photo: Ken Howard/Metropolitan Opera.

Conclusion

The supporting cast was brilliant especially the 3 court officials in charge of burials, or weddings, depending on the fate of the suitors (Ping, Pang, and Pong). The longest serving star of the Metropolitan Opera who played the Emperor in this production was brilliant singing for 55 years and about 80 years old. See the link below for his story. Maria Guleghina as Turandot was in full flight as the ruthless princess.
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At night in the palace gardens, in Act III of Turandot.
Photo: Ken Howard/Metropolitan Opera.
Marcello Giordani played the hero Calaf with great skill with a nice version of Nessun Dorma.

Well worth seeing yet another brilliant production from this premier house of opera.
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The riddle scene from Act II.
Photo: Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera.
Links

http://www.metoperafamily.org/metopera/season/
http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/Film/Release/MetOpera.htm
http://www.themetinaustralia.info/
http://www.cinemanova.com.au/metopera.html
We saw this media launch production at Cinema Nova in Carlton, Australia.
If you want to see some of the greatest operas by a world class opera company go and see The Met in HD in the beautiful Art Deco theatre in Yarraville ( http://www.suntheatre.com.au/live_events.php
http://www.time.com/time/generations/article/0,9171,1101040315-598517,00.html?cnn=yes
Article about the longest serving opera singer at The Metropolitan Opera in New York who played the Emperor in this production.
http://www.metoperafamily.org/metopera/news/photos/gallery.aspx?id=9578
