Aida by the Metropolitan Opera in New York

This spectacular, bigger than Ben Hur, production was the first by this company for 21 years using the old set and costumes but with new choreography. 
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The triumphal scene in Act II is one of the dramatic highpoints of Aida.

Photo: Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera.
The story is centered on the 3 way love triangle of Radames (an Egyptian general), Aida (the Princess of Ethiopia), and Amneris (the Pharaoh’s daughter).

Aida (meaning visitor or returning in Arabic) has been captured by Egypt and is the Princess of Ethiopia unbeknownst to the rulers of her true identity. Radames is in love with her and not with Amneris who has been betrothed to be his wife and future Queen. Much like Romeo and Juliette the true love ends in tragedy.

[image: image2.jpg]



Radames is appointed leader of the Egyptian army at the end of Aida's first act.

Photo: Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera.
The sets and costumes were spectacular but a little dated. Imagine temples like at Luxor as the set and you can imagine this gigantic setting for the opera. We loved the intricate costumes especially the hats which were wildly ornate.
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Another scene from Act I

Photo: Ken Howard/Metropolitan Opera.

The cast of singers was brilliant especially the 2 dueling Verdian dramatic divas in the roles of Aida by Violetta Urmana, and Amneris by Dolora Zajick.
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Amneris pleads for Radames in Act IV of Aida.

Photo: Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera.

Our own drama leading up to Aida …
Stranded at a suburban train station, we boarded the train replacement vehicle which then waited a further 20 minutes for other stranded late stragglers before moving away towards Yarraville to see Aida. No such luck, the express bus headed out in the wrong direction heading for an outer suburb completely by passing our destination. Gareth Spencer, another dislocated passenger noticed that the bus was going in the wrong direction just as we realized. Running through the packed vehicle we demanded to be let off, the driver refused, we INSISTED and the 3 of us were unceremoniously deposited on the roadside left to find a taxi somehow, to get us to the theatre, where Aida had already commenced. Welcome to Melbourne, Australia’s third world public transportation system apparently “designed” to spoil everyones’ weekend activities, repeatedly. We always support public transport and advertise its good side; as a means to avoid traffic congestion and declutter the roads; not today, not last week and sorry  from now on its open war on the treatment delivered to abandoned passengers disguised as service, disgusting service/ delivered badly when delivered at all. The arrogant attitude of the transport minister/arts minister for the State government of Victoria, Australia, is appalling. The Premier needs to replace the incompetent person responsible ASAP.
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Another view of the triumphal scene

Photo: Marty Sohl/Metropolitan Opera.

This production was well worth seeing as are all the world class shows from the Met in NY. We will see a very modern production of Aida in the next few weeks in Melbourne, Australia. Opera girl Julie did a review of the Perth season show for our website which is now in our archives. Click this link and click on the review to open( http://theoperaboys.com/archivetillDecember08.htm
Links

http://www.metoperafamily.org/metopera/season/
http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/Film/Release/MetOpera.htm
http://www.themetinaustralia.info/
If you want to see some of the greatest operas by a world class opera company go and see The Met in HD in the beautiful Art Deco theatre in Yarraville ( http://www.suntheatre.com.au/live_events.php
