A Streetcar named Denial OA-09
Set against a cardboard cut-out 3D backdrop of NYC, the old Seattle Space Tower shaped thermometer on the table reads 80 degrees; it feels like we’re in New Orleans as this review is written here in Melbourne Australia. 
[image: image1.jpg]Yo

WA Fsode: Loty





Having spent time in Decatur New Orleans coincidently reading the biography “Tom” about playwright genius Tennessee Williams you gain a real working knowledge of how humidity and heat can send all of us a bit crazy. Relying on the kindness of strangers, one encounters another world/reality in the city on the bayou (bay) along with an understanding and great sympathy for its inhabitants our feelings go out to poor Blanche Dubois. New Orleans is/was (prior to the recent hurricane devastation) a strange place indeed, so it’s not surprising that Blanche Dubois school-teacher and “lover of youth and beauty” (see Oscar Wilde) goes a little troppo in this masterpiece of writing A Streetcar named Desire. Can’t remember whether the trolley-car named Desire is the same St Charles line to the University, but have ridden it anyway during a 10 day stay in New Orleans leading up to (and avoiding) the annual Mardi Gras Festival. 
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Yvonne Kenny as Blanche, Teddy Tahu Rhodes as Stanley, and Antoinette Halloran as Stella.
Getting back to the thermometer, thanks once again goes to good friend Don for accommodating one “Blanche from Australia” in his home on the hill, opposite the tower in Queen Anne Seattle. Traveling internationally, may be compared to the homeless acquired condition of Blanche Dubois. Fantasy is a condition we all play with at times of crisis in our dull lives; delusion becomes madness and tragedy when played out in public, as Blanche is to find out in this superb production. 
Australian film-maker Bruce Beresford (Driving Miss Daisy, Breaker Morant, and most recently Mao’s Last Dancer) also live shows such as (Rigoletto - Los Angeles Opera, Girl of the Golden West - Spoleto, Sweeney Todd - Portland Opera, The Crucible - Washington Opera) gives this production a filmic quality referencing Director Elia Kazan film classic ( (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YziNNCZeNs) starring Vivienne Leigh as Blanche, and Marlon Brando playing Stanley ( http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDgaGuii248&feature=fvw
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Dominica Matthews on the top floor as Eunice Hubble.
Another great experience was to see a morning live performance in London West End Drury Lane by Claire Bloom (married to Charlie Chaplin) as Blanche.
THE CREW & CAST
Opera Australia’s Streetcar composed by Frenchman Andre Previn (married cellist extraordinaire Jacqueline Dupre now deceased), opened with a projected overlaid montage of moving black and white images from filmed versions of the play. Mic Gruchy (see Aida, Cosi reviews this website) was on projection with Nigel Levings on lights. The see-through image layered screen lifted to reveal a revolving four sectioned 2 roomed house with the upstairs next door neighbors balconied street frontage and descending staircase. Superb written lines were complimented by music, beautifully choreographed seamless scenes as singers walking through rooms and doors to outside on the street as the stage whirred and whirled silently beneath their feet. It looked just like an old building only mobile.  With occasional images projected over it. Musically interesting, there are only a few arias but they are beauties delivered perfectly. Yvonne Kenny was an ideal Blanche, New Zealander Teddy Tahu Rhodes looked a little too good-looking and lithe for Stanley, Antoinette Halloran was perfectly cast his wife Stella, Blanche’s younger sister. Blanche’s love interest Mitch was great sung by Stuart Skelton.  Jacqueline Dark as Mexican Woman sang Flowers for the Dead beautifully.
THE STORY

Blanche has been living in the grand old family mansion Belle Reve, and her sister Stella is married to a scruffy, rough type, Stanley. They live in a poor area in New Orleans and Blanche is visiting. Blanch has “squandered” the “family fortune” whilst “surviving” as a school teacher. She has lost her job for being involved with a young student. Her husband turned out to be gay and committed suicide. She lands in on her sister for support, only to be raped by her husband. Dumped by her new beau (friend of Stanley’s) for working as a lady of the night in her past, Blanche retreats into madness, as “they” take her away ” to save the marriage”; as the boys continue their weekly card night.
All images courtesy of Jeff Busby and Opera Australia.
