Tamerlano at Teatro Real Madrid
The opening act of this Baroque opera by Handel was set originally in Prusa (now called Bursa) in 1402 which was the capital of the Ottoman Empire. Bajazet, played brilliantly by Plácido Domingo was the conquered Ottoman Sultan. Tamerlano, the Emperor of the Tartars wants Andronico, a Greek prince to convince Bajazet and his daughter Asteria to be compliant. His reward would be the Greek throne, marriage with Irene, and freedom for Bajazet. Bajazet and Asteria are not happy with Andronico or Tamerlano who both end up being in love with Asteria. Asteria is still in love with Andronico. Irene is not happy that she will now have to marry Andronico.
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In the second act, Tamerlano reveals the marriage deals of him to Asteria, and Andronico to Irene. What Andronico and her father do not realise is that Asteria plans to kill Tamerlano instead. Their rage is unfounded as she wants to stab Tamerlano so she can restore her family honour and to be with Andronico.
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In the third act Asteria and Bajazet plan to kill themselves with poison. Tamerlano makes one last effort to woo Asteria by pardoning her father, but the lovers Asteria and Andronico declare their love. Irene declares her love for Tamerlano and all hope love will rule over revenge. Asteria is made his servant and she tries to poison him unsuccessfully after Irene uncovers the poison in the cup. She is now told to let her father taste the poisoned wine or her lover Andronico.
As she is about to drink it herself Andronico knocks it from her hand. She is now sent to the Seraglio and her father will see her shamed. 
Bajazet says he will haunt Tamerlano from the grave.
In the end Tamerlano pardons all concerned after Bajazet kills himself with poison. Tamerlano and Irene end up together and so do Asteria and Andronico.
Set design and costumes

The modernist set consisted of a large circular wall with doors all in white with a giant foot and moon shaped half sphere also in white. The moon was painted gold on the rotated side with a throne for Tamerlano. There was also an Indian inspired, multicoloured, and bejewelled Elephant on which Irene arrived at court. There were also other intricate statues as well. 
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The Ottomans (Bajazet and Asteria) were dressed in white garb.

The rival lovers (Tamerlano and Andronico) were dressed in more regal and sequined darker outfits. Andronico wore a turban and a short Turkish sword. Tamerlano had earrings and pearls. The fact that both were woman in pants roles which were traditionally done by castrati added to the unusual vibe of the production.
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Conclusion
The singing and acting were brilliant as would be expected by a world class co production between Covent Garden and Teatro Real Madrid. For fans of Handel and Baroque opera you will not want to miss this production.
Notes on production

HANDEL Tamerlano - Co Production by the Royal Opera House and Teatro Real, Madrid performed in Madrid
· 217 mins (plus intermission).

Fri 12 Jun 09; Sat 13 Jun 09; Sun 14 Jun 09; and Wed 17 Jun 09.
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Cast:  Plácido Domingo, Monica Bacelli, Ingela Bohlin, Jennifer Holloway, Luigi De Donato.


Director: Graham Vick.
Conductor: Paul McCreesh.

Plácido Domingo, the world’s leading tenor, takes on the 126th role of his extraordinary career to make a triumphant debut as the Turkish Sultan Bajazet in Handel’s great Baroque opera Tamerlano.  Director Graham Vick’s modern staging is an award winning co-production between Teatro Real, Madrid and the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.  Paul McCreesh conducts a cast which also includes Monica Bacelli, Ingela Bohlin, Jennifer Holloway and Luigi de Donato.

Links
http://www.worldoperaandballet.com.au/trailer_Tamerlano.html
http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/frameset.asp?p=http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/now_showing.asp?movieID=1080
