Sleeping Beauty by the Royal Ballet.
It’s a good sized crowd in attendance today at The Kino Cinema for the third filmed performance of the World Opera & Ballet season, Sleeping Beauty by The Royal Ballet at the Royal Opera House Covent Garden, London, UK. We arrived at 1pm just as the movie started, our opera friend Nancy Gillies squeezed in a quick few words as the curtain rose in glorious high definition. Yes it’s not like the bad old days when you ran from work straight to the theatre in time for a ridiculously early opening time performance, missing dinner. 
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Photo is courtesy of World Opera and Ballet

Armchair comfort, heating, and being allowed to take your wine into the auditorium makes the two plus hour show whiz by. We found a blog-site of the lead male Prince Charming Frederico Bonelli on our return home, complete with superb pictures of him dancing in the very same show…how modern indeed! Ballet is a relatively new pursuit for us after 5 years of opera and art exhibition openings, but a refreshing delightful experience none the less. 
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Frederico Bonelli photo is courtesy of World Opera and Ballet

Fabulous costuming by Monica Mason complimented a design by Christopher Newton, with superb complimentary choreography by Sir Frederick Ashton, Anthony Dowell and Christopher Wheeldon to the famous Marius Petipa. The eerily familiar oldish looking hand-painted backdrop and lighting took us back to earlier days of theatre, an empty stage very handy for the dancers too, made for nostalgic reminiscence. See we are even writing in an old world way, it’s the only real way though to describe that strange phenomenon called traditional ballet. No whiz-bang Circque de Sole style pyrotechnics here thank you, and its all the better really for us too. 
Romantic dark painted trees and arches, grand stairways inside and out of the palace, a picture perfect King and Queen to their pristinely gorgeous Princess daughter, made us all feel so much more secure. Even the haggish old wicked witch who put the villagers and Princess Alina Cojocaro to sleep was exactly as remembered by all present from the days of a safe and secure childhood.
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Alina Cojocaru photo is courtesy of World Opera and Ballet

Peculiarly, the first part of the film until interval was all Sleeping Beauty, but part two completed the story within 10 minutes, only to be followed by a dance cavalcade of other fairytale characters. Puss in Boots, Little Red Riding Hood & her ensuing Wolf all stormed the stage to “promote themselves” apparently (or was it the original advertisement) for the next upcoming production? Even back then, every opportunity to preview was stitched into the main show it seems. Virtuosity and exuberance has to go somewhere, and youthful energy contained in a Ballet or for that matter any production is and can be a powerful force. The audience loved the dancing and so did we, how strange no singing, but there isn’t always dancing in an opera either. We are eagerly looking forward to the next decor production by WOB, this time an opera by Handel, Tamerlano starring no less a personage than Placido Domingo, see you there.
 
Princess: Alina Cojocaru, Prince Charming: Federico Bonelli, others, Marianela Nunez, Genesia Rosato. 
Choreography: Marius Petipa. 
Additional Choreography: Frederick Ashton, Anthony Dowell and Christopher Wheeldon.
Production: Monica Mason, Christopher Newton. 
Conductor: Valeriy Ovsyanikov.
Music: Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky.
Fri 29 May 09; Sat 30 May 09; Sun 31 May 09; and Wed 3 Jun 09
Links

http://www.worldoperaandballet.com.au/index.html
http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/frameset.asp?p=http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/now_showing.asp?movieID=1079
http://federicobonelli.com/
