Dido and Aeneas by Lyric Opera of Melbourne
The first half before interval was a collection of Baroque chamber music such as Handel’s Xerses – Ombra mai fu. Other composers’ works were performed including Purcell, Scarlatti, Caserta, and Robert Johnson.
After interval there was a brilliant performance of Dido & Aeneas.
Five white ionic columns rise vertically from the black interior of a stained glass windowed chapel that is usually used by live to TV rock music bands; tonight it’s an amphitheatre for a performance of Dido & Aeneas. The baroque six piece orchestra begins Henry Purcell’s “Mask in four musical Entertainments” as the considerably large black garbed chorus walk onto the stage-floor area. Originally produced in December 1689 by Joseph Priest’s School for Young Gentlewomen, next performed in 1700 and 1704, it was not performed again until 20 Nov 1895, by London’s Royal College of Music at Lyceum (English Opera House). True to the original, Lyric Opera of Melbourne carefully employed a delightfully youthful energetic cast and director for this fresh version for today’s audiences.
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(photo above, courtesy of Elspeth McIntosh: L-R Paul Bentley, Angela Hogan, Frederica Cunningham)
The handsome lead roles of Dido by soprano Angela Hogan (Elisa-Mozart’s Il Re Pastore- Lyric Opera of Melb), and Aeneas, baritone Cameron Lukey (Salieri’s First the words then the Music-LOOM) looking like fashionable runway models. The outrageously colour-shock dressed first and second witches and sorcerer were great, in outfits designed by 2008 Bayreuth Opera Award winner, Cameron Menzies (Director). Dido’s pale blue, fish scaled, vintage outfit was by Alex Perry. University of Melbourne 2008 Bach Prize for Voice winner Jennifer Cook played Dido’s sister Belinda.
The chorus was well animated in support of the plot especially in support of the witches who were plotting the downfall of Dido and Carthage.

The couple next to us flew down from Queensland to see the production. Sir Zelman Cowan and his wife loved the production.

This was a well performed concert and then opera and was well worth seeing. 

There are performances at Chapel off Chapel on May 8, 12, 14, 16 at 7pm. Bookings are on 03 8290 7000 or www.chapeloffchapel.com.au
To Sponsor future productions with a tax deductible donation you can contact Elspeth McIntosh on 03 9824 4155 or highonarts@iprimus.com.au
http://lyricopera-melbourne.blogspot.com/
