Bizet’s Carmen by World of Opera and Ballet 
This production was first performed at Covent Garden in 2006 and in Melbourne at the Arts Centre with Opera Australia in 2008. It was interesting to see the difference in the way the opera was performed by 2 different casts half a world apart. 
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This opera is a very popular staple of opera houses throughout the world. The Covent Garden production was stupendous. The lead performers were fantastic and very convincing, drawn from different parts of Europe. Anna Caterina Antonacci stole the show in an amazing performance as Carmen the cigarette smoking, knife slashing, seductress which no man can resist. Jonas Kaufmann as the hapless young Corporal Don José who was seduced and destroyed by his blind love for Carmen performed the role brilliantly. Ildebrando d’Arcangelo was the toreador who was Don José’s swashbuckling rival Escamillo for Carmen’s affections. He rode in on his huge, black, and regal horse and seemed to own the village. Norah Amsellem played the sweet, innocent but brave Micaëla whom Don José was destined to marry but cruel fate intervened in the form of Carmen the gypsy seductress. She performed her role intelligently in support of the production.
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The buildings in the set were orange in colour with a citrus tree in the main square. All the main characters wore bright outfits except Don José in his uniform then a bandits outfit, and Micaëla in simple peasant attire.
The production was acted and sung at the highest level as you would expect from a European capital that has access to the best in the world. It is hard to compare it with our local production from Opera Australia as both are very well produced, but we both thought the English production was much ballsier in its delivery. The orchestra belted out the music without drowning out the stellar cast who really sold the story well.
Carmen is performed too frequently by major companies throughout the world along with Madam Butterfly, La Boheme, La Traviata, Don Giovanni, etc. It would be great to see the brilliant production values of this and other companies directed to rarer performed works and great newer works. It was great to see the Met in NY recently perform Doctor Atomic as a brilliant new work. 
Notes about this production

BIZET Carmen – The Royal Opera, Royal Opera House, Covent Garden 

· 153 mins (plus intermission)
Fri 8 May 09 11.30am; Sat 9 May 09 11.30am; Sun 10 May 09 1pm; Wed 13 May 09 6.30pm.
Cast: Anna Caterina Antonacci, Norah Amsellem, Jonas Kaufmann, Ildebrando d’Arcangelo, The Royal Opera chorus.


Stage Director: Francesca Zambello
Conductor: Antonio Pappano

The Spanish heat and gypsy passion of Bizet’s Carmen are brought to the stage in Francesca Zambello’s vibrant production for The Royal Opera, expertly conducted by Antonio Pappano. Italy’s Anna Caterina Antonacci and Germany’s Jonas Kaufmann star as Carmen and Don José while France’s Norah Amsellem and Italy’s Ildebrando d’Arcangelo sing Micaëla and Escamillo.
Links

http://www.worldoperaandballet.com.au/index.html
http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/frameset.asp?p=http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/now_showing.asp?movieID=1078
Click on Carmen review link to see Opera Australia review (
http://theoperaboys.com/archivetillMay08.htm
