Paris Match by The Australian Ballet
SUITE EN BLANC (sequence or sequel in white) 244th performance. World premiere 19th June 1943 Paris Opera Zurich: Australian premiere 11th June 1965 Grande Ballet Classique de France, University Theatre Sydney. Serge Lifar personally staged Suite en Blanc for The Australian Ballet 18th March 1981 Sydney Opera House
Choreographed by Frenchman Serge Lifar
Music Eduoard Lalo arranged Serge Lifar
Lighting Design William Akers
Recreated by John Berrett
This ballet, the opening work, was very much the WHITE (vanilla) in this light vs. dark (DIVERGENCE) program with its obvious if not conservative French connections. More a showcase of complex precise gradable dance routines was strict and formal. Exacting steps and positions set this apart as an examination of each dancer’s skill. At once traditional and conservative in appearance, it served as a stage for virtuosity and severe excellence of each performer one by one.
DIVERGENCE 95th performance since World Premier Australian Ballet 1st September 1994 State Theatre Arts Centre Melbourne

Choreography Stanton Welch

Music Georges Bizet two suites from L’Arlesienne 
Costume Design Australian Vanessa Leyonhjelm
Lighting Design Francois Croese
Recreated by John Berrett
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© 2009 The Australian Ballet.
Divergence was very much the alternative edgy modern dark side of a more contemporary Paris familiar and understood by all.  With its throw-away industrial tutu’s made from air-conditioning components in black for the women, to its clinging cutaway motorbike style sexy body suits for the men, this equal men and women work promoted the new sameness and treated each dancer as an exciting sexy person on the edge and handling it all very well thank you. A romantic (in the extreme) score by Bizet counter pointed and highlighted the exotic nature of all in together in the new millennium; this work could only have been created and or danced by a young person.
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© 2009 The Australian Ballet. Vanessa Leyonhjelm designs – the sculptural VacForm bras, the cylindrical tutus, and the body con all-in-ones.
New York Times dance critic Anna Kisselgoff wrote “If there is to be an Australian style in ballet, it is most likely to be found in the works by Stanton Welch, including his DIVERGENCE”. Stanton Welch, part of the Melbourne dance dynasty of Garth Welch, wife Marilyn Jones with their equally famous dancer sons Damien & Stanton Welch.
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© 2009 The Australian Ballet. Principal Artist Yosvani.
Our chosen featured artist from the night, ironically danced in the light white half of the show, Adam Bull was born in 1981 and began training at Dance World 301 with Brian Nolan before joining The Australian Ballet School. In 2000 he represented Australia in the Paris International Ballet Competition, before graduating from The Australian Ballet School with honours in 2001. Adam joined The Australian Ballet in 2002, going on to dance soloist and principal roles in works by George Balanchine, Jiˇrí Kylián, Graeme Murphy, Christopher Wheeldon, Stephen Baynes, Stanton Welch and Adrian Burnett. After just six months as a Senior Artist, Adam was promoted to the highest rank of Principal in June 2008, capping off a string of critically acclaimed lead performances. In his own words, "Encouraged to dance by a grade one primary school teacher. I owe a lot to her – thank you Mrs Kipp from Laverton Primary School!"
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Adam Bull photo by James Braund. Courtesy of the Australian Ballet.
Repertoire highlights
· Graeme Murphy's Nutcracker - The Story of Clara 2009

· Graeme Murphy's Firebird 2009

· Les Sylphides 2009

· Des Grieux in Kenneth Macmillan’s Manon 2008

· Ballet Imperial 2008

· Afternoon of a Faun 2008

· Prince Siegfried in Graeme Murphy's Swan Lake 2008

· Peter Wright's The Nutcracker 2007

· Apollo 2007

· Don Quixote 2007

· Raymonda 2006

· Giselle 2006

· La Sylphide 2005

· La Fille mal gardée 2004
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Guest appearances
· The Dancers Company tour 2006

Awards
· Green Room Award nomination 2009

· Telstra Ballet Dancer Award nominee 2006 and 2004

· Green Room nomination for Albrecht in Giselle 2006

· The Australian Ballet Society Scholarship in 2001
Links
http://www.australianballet.com.au/main.taf?p=5,1,3,1,10
http://www.australianballet.com.au/main.taf?p=5,1,4,1,1,2
http://www.australianballet.com.au/main.taf?p=4,1,1,1,14
For photos of Paris Match.

http://www.behindballet.com/
For the Australian Ballet blog.
