Minotaur by Chamber Made Opera
“We rely on the sublimeness of strangeness” to paraphrase Tennessee William’s Blanch Dubois, which best describes Chamber Made Opera, and writer director Margaret Cameron’s recent works. Tonight’s fabulous interpretation of Monteverdi’s L’ Arianna was reworked beautifully in an edgy modern style by Margaret Cameron and David Young. Virtually all the music for the original famous early Baroque opera has been lost. This contemporary reworking is in 3 parts the first being the Island which was performed about 10 days ago on Bruny Island off Hobart. It explores the mythological story of Ariadne, the mistress of the Labyrinth, abandoned on the island of Naxos by Theseus. The local community was heavily involved in the production.
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The cast performing.
Due to the popularity of the work in Tasmania a Melbourne season was arranged for a lounge room in South Melbourne overlooking the city and out towards Toorak. The intimate opera crowd was enthralled by the production with a harpsichord played by an Elizabethan player dressed in a Baroque dress and a seagulls head, a tall percussionist in drag with an op shop hat on his head, as well as the double bass player also in drag scratching and strumming along. A long haired singer performed in an other worldly performance from another world and time from a lost era. 
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The cast performing.
It had a feel that was reminiscent of the movie Satyricon by Fellini with an aura of Baroque, Ancient Greece, and Druid rituals. Opera on the Edge is the mantra of the company, and it really is on the cutting edge of modern opera like nothing any one has ever seen. Well worth seeing if you love something mind expanding and new and you love to meet amazing arts lovers who are sick of yet another Don Giovanni or Magic Flute rehashed by all the other copycat opera companies in Melbourne.
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Bruny Island.

Cast and crew

Composer    

David Young.

Writer/Director
Margaret Cameron.
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Bruny Island.

Performers

Deborah Kayser, Caroline Lee, and Hellen Sky.

Double Bass

Mark Cauvin.

Percussion

Matthias Schack Arnott.

Harpsichord

Ana Russel Head.
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