Tosca by Opera Australia
The new production of Tosca by Puccini was a 1950’s looking staging. We have seen several different staging of Tosca from Bregenz, Rome, and several local companies. All were staged very differently. This set was very bland and looked like it was set in a bingo hall/ bus station in the 1950’s. 
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John Wegner as Scarpia.
It is a story of jealousy and power. Scarpia is the fascist police chief who wants Tosca the opera singer by conquering her. Tosca is jealous of the Marchessa Attavanti whom her lover Cavaradossi has painted as Mary Magdalene for a church in Rome. She betrayed the Marchessa Attavanti’s brother Angelotti to save Cavaradossi from torture at the hands of Scarpia.
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Rosario La Spina as Cavaradossi.
Tosca also did a deal with Scarpia that she would sleep with him if he gave a pass out of Italy to her and Cavaradossi. After Scarpia signed the fake pass and arranged for Cavaradossi to be shot (unbeknownst to Tosca), Tosca killed Scarpia.
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John Wegner as Scarpia.
Cavaradossi was shot and then so was Tosca. In most other versions she leaps to her death from the top of Castel San Angelo. 

I lived for Art, I lived for Love … but ultimately the opera was about brutality, rape, murder, and power. It reveals also the cinematic quality of Puccini’s work. He was the Cecil B Demille of opera. 
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Several cast members.
The set was fairly bland but the lighting was great. The modern costumes were well suited to the production. 

Nicole Youl was brilliant as Floria Tosca as was John Wegner as Scarpia.
She emoted her character with passion and realism. John was very convincing as the evil villain. Rosario La Spina was adequate in the role of Cavaradossi. Jud Arthur was great in his role as Angelotti all dressed in drag as a disguise. It was a shame that the talents of Sian Pendry were not given more air time. 
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John Wegner as Scarpia and Rosario La Spina as Cavaradossi.
This production was staged by Opera North in the UK. It was a very strange interpretation that is modern in its approach. 
The amazing fact is heroines in seven of Puccini’s ten mature operas – Manon, Mimi, Tosca, Butterfly, Magda, Giorgetta, and Angelica – all suffer for love.
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John Wegner as Scarpia and alternate lady as Tosca.
All but Magda and Giorgetta die for it, and of the others 3 are suicides.

The 2 strong themes are the love impulse and the image of death. Love devoid of vitality and moral hope.  In Tosca love conveys only a negative image, one of exasperation, lack of responsibility, cruelty, misspent power, jealousy, and death. It is a great study of the excesses of a totalitarian regime.
" Juilianne from Philip Island and her mother Faye Dunne sitting next to us really liked the overall production after some initial confusion concerning just what era it was set in. Julie favoured Tosca (Nicole Youl), and PROBUS Faye from Rainbow, loved Cavarodossi sung by Rosario LaSpina. "
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Tosca dies.
All images courtesy of Jeff Busby and Opera Australia.
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Overall it was a great production, although we have seen better sets in other productions. Well worth seeing if you are a fan of Puccini and modern productions.
Links

http://www.opera-australia.org.au
