The Silver Rose by the Australian Ballet opened in The Arts Centre Theatre to thunderous applause and several encores, and deservedly so. In this superbly danced, choreographed spectacular production by Roger Kirk (costumes and set design); ”enfant terrible” Graeme Murphy directed this “Rosenkavalier by any other name” to a music score by Australian Carl Vine; Richard Strauss’s somewhat long for a ballet, music was not used due to his family refusing permission. Their loss this time round we say, this show was flawless, loved the music (we sat through the 4 hour long NYC Met Opera in HD’s Der Rosenkavalier recently exhausted by the end). 
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Metallic is the look of most if not all sets designed by Kirk, and his obvious reverence for Gustave Klimpt was reflected in the sumptuous costumes and billowing patterned curtaining. Staged entirely in and outside a full stage width white metal framed conservatory styled pavilion for the entire 3 acts, each scene was complimented by an addition through the large walled opened doors at back. 
This comedy of errors, love lost and gained has all the trademarks of every other silly funny opera, only not a word is spoken not a song sung, this was all dance!
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Who could have imagined that an opera could be so well interpreted in dance, astonishing really, the whole plot, clear as crystal with not a single song sung!
Once upon a time all opera’s had an included ballet, and due mainly we guess to time considerations, the ballets were dropped throughout history, now the opera singing has been dropped replaced by modern dance. 
If you don’t see another dance show in your life, make sure you don’t miss this one, its story is hilarious, and even plausible somewhat, the same cannot be said of most cross-dressing operas. First performed in Munich 2005, this Bavarian State Ballet costumed and set commissioned work has finally arrived home in Australia. 
Links
http://www.australianballet.com.au/
For photos of The Silver Rose.

http://www.behindballet.com/
For the Australian Ballet blog.

