Falstaff by Verdi at Glyndebourne
This production of the only comic opera by Verdi which was his last composition for opera is a cross between The Merry Wives of Windsor and Henry the 4th by Shakespeare. 
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The inspirationally handsome Russian Vladimir Jurowski born 4 April 1972 in Moscow conducts Giuseppe Verdi’s last and only whacky comic opera, based on Shakespeare’s rakish rogue philandering “Fat Knight” Falstaff. 

An international cast is led by British baritone Christopher Purves in the larger-than-life full fat safari suited role of Falstaff, whose profligacy both outrages and inspires the citizens of Windsor. 
Three women who conspire to thwart his coarse opportunistic advances are sung by Marie-Nicole Lemieux, Dina Kutznetsova & Adriana Kucerova each portraying an exaggerated comic like figure of a woman. The cuckolded husband and his cohorts are also depicted as bizarre caricatures in their eccentric World War 2 army and stuffed-shirt tails costumes. 
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The sets are deliberately flattened representations of English domesticity, the house is row-planted with large “subsistence food of the day” fluorescent green cabbages which appear worn as hats in the hilarious finale. A foursome of mawkish boat and oar carrying tall male rowers criss-cross the stage throughout this Gilbert & Sullivanish inspired performance. Falstaff is an unforgettable, brilliantly original creation: vintage Glyndebourne, unlike any other Verdi work. Lightness and hilarity prevail all the cavalcade of events to foil fatso Falstaff; no Aida, IL Trovatore or Simon Boccanegra here today …pure folly and fun. 
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Background to opera Festival
FALSTAFF was captured before a live audience at last year’s Glyndebourne Festival Opera. Since the 1930’s, the popular annual opera festival has flourished, residing in the grand English country house Glyndebourne near Lewes, in East Sussex. Don’t miss this exciting chance to experience this highlight production.

Links
http://www.palaceoperaandballet.com.au/
http://centralsystem.digiscreen.ca/ShowPage/ShowPage.html?presentation=261&date=04232010
Trailer of production.

http://www.opusarte.com/pages/product.asp?ProductID=323
Opus Arte DVD of this production
Cast

Director: Richard Jones.
Conductor: Vladimir Jurowski.
Cast: Christopher Purves, Marie-Nicole Lemieux, Jennifer Holloway, Dina Kutznetsova, Tassis Christoyannis, Adriana Kucerova.
Duration: approx 2 hours 13 mins short, with only one interval. 

Forthcoming Palace Opera and Ballet productions filmed events in HD are:

http://www.palaceoperaandballet.com.au/
