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'Crazy! - Songs of Mad Love, Jealousy and Revenge'
Sunday April 11th 2010, the Toff in Town

Angus Grant - Baritone
Warwick Sharpin - Accompanist

Sian Prior - Soprano
Vanessa West Soprano
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The place was packed as we squeezed into the somewhat cosy Toff in the Town  2nd floor upstairs theatrette on Swanston St city. 


All the good seats were taken naturally by savvy café society people and up the back of the hall to left of the circular bar, sat the rest (or are they the drinkers) in the six or more rows of conventional theatre seating. We grappled and haggled with the lady’s up front and negotiated a small round table with three chairs, the final chair lifted over head and into place as the MC was starting to speak. Last time we saw Ms West was as a Puccini woman, she played all his mistresses and his wife in a superb if not bleak expose of the genius artiste as womanizer. We nervously looked around for our Facebook and opera-goer friends who swore they were attending, but Opera Australia’s Rod Lara was nowhere to be seen, nor anyone else we new, that’s a sign that the crowd Vanessa attracts is both loyal and not on the opera- music gravy train. Her parents Gary and Diane loaned us their 2mp digital and they filmed the entire show on video from the back. Now fully armed with a camera we randomly shot the audience bar crowd and singers for the first half of this two part performance. 





Wittily and charmingly hosted by baritone Angus Grant the show started off gently with the classics (see program above^) with four solo’s and three trios before interval.


After the break the crazy kicked in with a wild mix of artiste’s pieces including Crazy by Willy Nelson, Menotti, and G&S’s Love Unrequited from Iolanthe. Mention must be made here to the dexterous accompanist Warwick Sharpin on Roland keyboard.





Drinks from the bar were $8-50 for a red, entry was $23 and a great day was had by all, finishing at a daylight-saving respectable 7pm, just in time to eat out as we went on to do inside in a Hardware Lane Thai Restaurant . We recommend all of Vanessa’s cheeky broad-range  eclectic mix shows for fun and music pleasure.





�                � 


                                Angus						          Sian
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