Bliss by Opera Australia


A new opera titled BLISS directed by Neil Armfield, starring Peter Coleman-Wright (Harry Joy) conducted by Elgar Howarth had its world premiere in Melbourne Australia this week. Performed and sung in English WITH SURTITLES also in English, two hours and forty minutes short including the one only twenty-minute interval at the Arts Centre Melbourne Australia.
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Peter Colman-Wright as Harry Joy.
Brett Dean, one of the most exciting classical music composers has written or should we say scratched the music with his fascinatingly atmospheric un-beautiful ironic yet appropriate sound-scape/score. 
Amanda Holden (more than fifty works for the stage and an award-winning translator) is proudly the librettist for this Peter Carey gem choreographed for Opera Australia by Kate Champion. 
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Peter Colman-Wright as Harry Joy and cast.

Who can forget the opening black comedy twirling scene of Harry Joy advertising executive “dying of a life- attack” viewed by camera from above in the fabulous 1985 Australian film directed and co-written by Ray Lawrence starring Barry Otto, and Helen Jones. 
Harry had died and come back only to re-view his old life as more like hell on earth; abandoning his wife and kids hooking up with call-girl Honey B (Lorina Gore); he now finds himself trapped back into his old career with the final indignity being committed to an insane asylum by them all.
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Peter Colman-Wright as Harry Joy.
Not being a reader more an avid movie-watcher, this adaptation for stage bordered on artistic and technical brilliance with its digital electronic light-globe filled box claustrophobic bright set by Brian Thomson: all entrances and exits in this hellish world are through concealed doors of globes, even in the nut-house. The hooker looks like the only one with a brain and real purpose in life; so he chooses her over “sanity & work”.
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Peter Colman-Wright as Harry Joy.
The youngish capacity audience reveled in, and hooted at, seriously loving this chaotic piece of theatre sonorous absurdist entertainment and so did we. The rest of us “older folks” sitting around and next to us e.g. Judith and husband  (invited friends of lead singer Merlyn Quaife playing Betty Joy) all too seemed to appreciate the wacky confronting show by the end. Facebook friend young David Corcoran played son David. Barry Ryan was excellent as Harry’s mate Alex Duval, as was Taryn Fieberg as daughter Lucy, and of course wild-haired Kanen Breen as Betty’s lover rock-n-roller Johnny Davis. 
We didn’t like it on TV (our first viewing) but loved seeing this VERY live show.
All images courtesy of Jeff Busby and Opera Australia.
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