The Barber of Seville by MOC

Melbourne Opera’s clever production of Rossini’s the Barber of Seville  an opera in 2 acts, (pity it wasn’t 3 acts) opened the Castlemaine Arts Festival and finished the year with performances at Mansfield Performing Arts Centre and Theatre Royal, Hobart back in 2006. 
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The refurbished new orchestra pitted Athenaeum Theatre is the home of Melbourne Opera, and they have re-staged this production no doubt by popular demand. Facebook savvy film-maker/ director Hugh Halliday has re-invented this hilarious old classic by messing about with its traditional look, turning it into a film/cartoon show of freakishly funny characters. Sure it’s a love story, but also a parody on the times when women were bartered as brides to crusty old men. Outrageously gay foppish performances and stereotypes abound in this camp-as frolic of a comedy.
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Tenor Roy Best played lovesick Count Almaviva, born again looking more like a young David Hobson; his voice was wonderfully clear and soared above the sea of baritone heavy backing singers, no mean feat. The decrepit old cartoonish looking Dr Bartolo, played by Ian Cousins, and “his bizarre music teacher friend” Don Basilo sung by Bass David Gould with walking frame, completed the scene. 
The ingeniously designed and constructed fish-eye-lens apartment block on wheels, revolved opening up turning into the spacious lounge-room. More a drawing than a building, the brilliant lighting transformed and re-inforced the space-ship pod shaped residence, possibly the best designed set we have seen by Anna Cordingley who also did the costumes. The parade of old freaks jostled and parlayed for their respective gains, as the mad hairdresser Figaro played by Phillip Calgano, in league with the lovely Rosina worked his mischief on the befuddled seniors. The Count gets the girl (of course) orphaned ward Rosina sung by Mezzo Soprano Sally Anne Russell; her guardian/Dr gets his housekeeper Berta played by Soprano Margaret Haggard, and the scheming old would be suitor/music teacher Basilo misses out completely confused.
Country readers, watch for this fully loaded spaceship of talented freaks to land, don’t miss this aptly subtitled “useless precaution opera” coming to a theatre near you. Check this website for dates www.melbourneopera.com 
