NATIONAL ART GALLERY DIRECTOR VICTORIA AND CANBERRA
I (Lionel) met James Mollison through artist friends Ian McInnes and Kevin Sweeney, and he was very interested and supportive of new young artists. I also visited him when he was setting up the new National Gallery of Australia in Canberra and continued on to Sydney for a major art auction at Sotheby’s, or was it Christies? He hoped to purchase at auction a number of paintings by early Australian artist (Sir) Russell Drysdale for the new National Gallery to be built in Canberra. We stayed in Sydney and attended the auction that evening managing to secure the purchase of quite a few of the paintings for the NGA collection. Next day we visited painter and sculptor Robert Klippel, sculptor Tony Coling, gallery owner Chandler Coventry and the next day an invitation to lunch at Sir Russell Drysdale’s.
My friend Eugene O’Rourke and I stayed with James as his guests for a few days around the time of the one millionth visitor to the NGA. On our arrival a surprised James exclaimed ”that’s the worst drag I’ve ever seen”, expecting my companion Gene to be a woman! At the end of our stay he threw a party with artistic guests and singer/ songwriter Mark Seymour and his band Hunters and Collectors. I’ll never forget accidentally handing around a collectors Rothschild bottle of wine to guests, who eagerly sampled the entire bottle before we realized its great value, oops.  
We most recently caught up at the Australian Galleries 50th Anniversary street party in Collingwood (see GALLERY this website).
