Wired – Rust Never Sleeps
112 Victoria Avenue,

Albert Park, 

Victoria, Australia.

Phone - (0423) 460 786 or 9326 2858.

If you are a fan of rusted wire sculptures made from old farm fence wire this is the show for you. The exhibition is from 2-6 pm on 30th and 31st of July or by appointment at 112 Victoria Avenue, Albert Park, Victoria, Australia.
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The wire is from a farm near Benalla in rural Victoria and is over 100 years old. Years of rust have created the raw material for this show that recycles the old into something new.
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Many quirky and interesting sculptures have been created using barbed wired, straight wire and some also weaved with copper wire.
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This exhibition by trained Alchemist Lionel Curtis pays homage to the simple lost ways of country life and farm isolation. His work represents “the magical qualities within simple materials” not the gold of his early searches. Rusted farm fence-wire defined the area he lived in; the paddock that keeps the animals in also allows the farmer to freely move through it to achieve daily toil. 
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From worthless utilitarian rusted wire, to object of desire this show declares his love of the simple made precious, the outdoor inside, the abandoned brought home to be protected not discarded. He asks you simply to look beyond the rust, into a golden world of magical (if not utilitarian) objet d’art, take the leap that separates us from the animal elevating us into the realm of art, music, magic. 
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A country background, access to the lost arts, philosopher/alchemist and metaphysicist, he built small theatres entertaining his family and friends with performances of song dance and “magic” the keyword in his life. Academically successful he attained top grades in every subject but geography which he was later compelled to act out travelling the world extensively pursuing art & beauty. 
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Come and see chandeliers, mosquito shaped candelabras, tables, and other wacky sculptures crafted from rusted fence wire and some also with copper wire.
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EXPERIENCES

Study: 

Paracelsus College Hampton under Frater Albert Reidel Alchemy 3yrs

1 yr Book Illustration/design - School of Mines & Industries Ballarat 1969

Diploma of Art & Design (Industrial Design Swinburne Prahran) 1976-78

Environmental Design-RMIT 2 yrs1976-77

Work; 

Melbourne Theatre Company designer, Film/video maker, Industrial Design Inst of Aust INNOVA Editor 1976/ Diabetes Aust Editor

Festival design City of Moonee Valley.
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Exhibitions; 

James Bond collages - San Sebastian Spain 1991

Paintings Perth Australia 1992/93

Recycled Furniture/Wire Dixon gallery Canberra 1994

Group show Furniture Sydney Mardi-Gras Leichardt

Home group furniture show gallery 24 Toorak Aust 1995

Nothing Shocking wire/recycled objects Mechanics institute Brunswick 1996.
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Collections: 

NYC Spain Sydney Melbourne Canberra Perth Ballarat Buninyong

Collectors from around Australia and other distinguished guest will be in attendance. Don’t miss out on the incomparable works of a local artist – Lionel Curtis who is also an Arts reviewer as part of the world famous The Opera Boys arts review website.
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OBJECTS types (all dimensions approximate only)

1. 
Five panel Wall Screen

8ft wide x 7ft high




2.
Single panel Wall Screen

6ft wide x 4ft high




3 
Coffee Table Twigs n wire
3ft round x 2ft high




4 
Hall Table round twigs

3ft high x 2ft round




5 
Large French Style Table

8ft wide x 3ft high x 3ft deep


6 
Lifeguard Chair tower

 6ft high x 2ft square


7 
“Mosquito” lamps x 6

18inches to 2ft 


 

8 
Fruitless bowls


2ft x 18in 



 

9 
Oval 2 level Chandelier 4 lights
2ft 6inches





10 
Oval Chandelier 5 lights

2ft x 1ft





11 
Oval Chandelier barbed-wire
2ft x 1ft





12 
Elephant-heads bowl
 
1ft diameter






Ceramic/wire


13
Freeform Hat rack


4ft x 3ft
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                                          Gretz Fine Art Gallery,
                                112 Victoria Avenue,

                                Albert Park, 

                                Victoria, Australia.

                                 (0423) 460 786 

                                 or 9326 2858.

The exhibition is from 2-6 pm on 30th and 31st of July
or by appointment.
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