The Marriage of Figaro at Covent Garden
A classic opera buffa by Mozart from Lorenzo da Ponte’s libretto.

Foiled again, and again, the hapless Count Almaviva tries to catch his wife out in infidelity all the while trying to court beautiful maid Susanna who wants to marry Figaro who is the Count’s valet. He tries to delay their wedding so he can bed Susanna. Cherubino, the page is also unwittingly thrust into the intrigue. He has romantic designs on the Countess which the Count tries to eliminate by making him a soldier in his army. Figaro, the Countess, and Susanna conspire to trick the Count. Doctor Bartolo and Marcellina are found to be the unmarried parents of Figaro to add to the confusion. Don Basilio is the music teacher who spreads rumours adding to the tension at court along with the Count and Doctor Bartolo.
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Mia Persson (Susanna), and Gerald Finley (Count Almaviva).
That evening the main players are in the palace gardens, under cover of the night, where a comic series of cases of mistaken identities and many misunderstandings result in the Count's humiliation and then forgiveness by the Countess.
This action happens at the Count’s palace near Seville in Spain in the original story, but this production had an ‘updated’ French Château from the eighteen-thirties. The palate was a bit muted for a Spanish Palace but seemed to suit the feel of the English production. The garden in the final scene lacked the beauty of a great Spanish Garden; maybe a Moorish garden would have looked more realistic and interesting to the eye.
[image: image2.jpg]



Mia Persson (Susanna), and Gerald Finley (Count Almaviva).
This production at Covent Garden was brilliant, well worth seeing for lovers of comic opera. Erwin Schrott was brilliant as Figaro. Miah Persson performed the role of Susanna with passion and skill. Gerald Finley (originally from Montréal, Ottawa) acted as the hapless Count with great finesse. N.B. We have a review of Dr Atomic in which he played Dr Oppenheimer in our Met in HD section. Henchman Basilio performed as a high camp fop by Philip Langridge was also brilliantly sung and acted. Rinat Shaham as the impish Cherubino performed her pants role with finesse. Dorothea Röschmann performed her role as the long suffering Countess with skill.
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Erwin Schrott (Figaro), Dorothea Röschmann (Countess Almaviva),
Mia Persson (Susanna), and Gerald Finley (Count Almaviva).
Cast: Erwin Schrott, Miah Persson, Gerald Finley, Dorothea Röschmann.

Director: David McVicar.
Conductor: Antonio Pappano.

Links:
http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/frameset.asp?p=http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/now_showing.asp?movieID=1081
http://www.worldoperaandballet.com.au/exhibits.html
http://www.rinatshaham.com/
http://www.askonasholt.co.uk/green/green/home.nsf/ArtistDetails/Dorothea%20R%C3%B6schmann
http://www.geraldfinley.com/
http://www.hyperion-records.co.uk/a.asp?a=A997
