Romeo and Juliet by the Royal Ballet
We have now seen a full suite of Romeo and Juliet interpretations from films, operas, plays, and now ballet. We have also been to Verona and seen Juliet’s balcony. We saw Baz Luhrmann’s 1996 movie set in Venice Beach in California. We have seen Romeo and Juliet the opera by Gounod, and The Capulets and the Montagues by Bellini, both with Opera Australia. I (Tony) saw Shakespeare in the Park (Melbourne, Australia) version of Romeo and Juliet with Isla Fisher (Sasha Baron Cohen’s wife) as Juliet. We just saw the final piece in the puzzle the Ballet from The Royal Ballet.
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Near Juliet’s Balcony in Verona, Italy. Shakespeare bust and inscription.
The principal dancers acted out the tragedy with great skill in their dance interpretation. The period costumes were full of colour and the sets were also well crafted. The ballet is quite long but was beautiful to watch. 
[image: image2.jpg]



Carlos Acosta, Tamara Rojo.
PROKOFIEV

Romeo and Juliet - the Royal Ballet, Royal Opera House, Covent Garden - 138 mins

Fri 17 Jul 09; Sat 18 Jul 09; Sun 19 Jul 09; and Wed 22 Jul 09.
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Cast: Carlos Acosta, Tamara Rojo

Choreography:  Kenneth Macmillan
Music: Sergei Prokofiev

Conductor: Boris Gruzin


Royal Ballet Principal dancers Tamara Rojo and Carlos Acosta play the title roles in Kenneth Macmillan’s great interpretation of Shakespeare’s enduring tragedy. Set against a sumptuously designed backdrop of Renaissance Italy, this is one of the most popular works in The Royal Ballet repertory, and one of the greatest examples of 20th-century choreography.
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Near Juliet’s Balcony in Verona, Italy. Statue of Juliet.
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Juliet’s Balcony in Verona, Italy.

Links:
http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/frameset.asp?p=http://www.palacecinemas.com.au/now_showing.asp?movieID=1082
http://www.worldoperaandballet.com.au/exhibits.html
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Near Juliet’s Balcony in Verona, Italy. Excerpt from the play.
