MSO Master Series concert 7
 Wagner and Strauss
Wagner’s Siegfried Idyll – Was a very pleasant piece of music dedicated to his wife Cosima. On Christmas Day and her birthday she awoke to the strains of this music piece. As the music ended, he came into the room and offered the score of the birthday poem to Cosima. The 13 musicians stood on several levels of the staircase in Tribschen.  

The Siegfried Idyll is a kind of pendant to the music drama Siegfried, and many of its themes are in the opera.
Strauss’ Four Last Songs – A larger orchestral piece by Richard Strauss. The singing by the American soprano Christine Brewer was brilliant. She was due to do The Ring Cycle at the Metropolitan Opera in New York but hurt her knee and needed to be replaced for their season. Luckily for us she is well again and performed in Melbourne, Australia in this amazing concert.
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Christine Brewer photographed by, copyright, Dario Acosta. Courtesy of the MSO.

This is the music of old age, wisdom, serenity, death, and transfiguration. They were published after his death. 

Wagner, from Gotterdammerung   –   Siegfried’s Rhine Journey – Brunnhilde and Siegfried are traveling on the Rhine (the orchestra suggests the rolling of the boat) where he is drugged, betrayed, and killed by Hagen leading into the Funeral Music. Only Brunnhilde’s self sacrifice which returns the Ring to the Rhine can end the destruction. She rides her horse into Siegfried’s funeral pyre and the waters of the river pour over the pyre. Rheinmaidens appear, Hagen drowns, as part of the Brunnhilde’s Immolation Scene.
The 110 piece Wagnerian sized orchestra filled the stage and the choral area at the back. It was truly a sight to see that many instruments in one orchestra. The hair sticks up at the back of your neck when the beast is unleashed in its full glory. Hearing a world class soprano singing was fantastic. Her voice soared over the massive orchestra with god like power. 
The orchestra was led by world famous conductor Sir Andrew Davis.

What a shame Opera Australia and the other opera companies that service Victoria and Melbourne can’t bring any Wagner operas to local audiences. The MSO is the only company performing Wagner in concert or any other form. Hopefully the Lonely Planet founder does come through with $12 million for a staging of The Ring Cycle in 2012. Until then we are looking forward to many more concerts by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.

Links

http://www.mso.com.au/cpa/htm/htm_event_list.asp?page_id=78&series_id=960
Link to this event.

www.christinebrewer.com/
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2008/12/08/1228584746692.html
Lonely Planet founder article about 2012 Ring Cycle.

