La Belle Helene by LOOM
Originally written to mock the Second Empire of Napoleon, this glorious opera bouffe is set in Ancient Greece, where Queen Helen

of Sparta, who is the most beautiful woman in the world, is anxious to hear news of Paris, the Trojan Prince, who has recently judged a Divine beauty contest. In return for choosing her as the winner, Venus gives Helen’s heart to the young Prince.
This campy rendition of this operetta mocks lightheartedly the institutions of marriage, fidelity, religion, and royalty. Offenbach is the French equivalent to the operetta pair of Gilbert and Sullivan. Although Offenbach’s lineup of operas and operettas have more artistic weight. The Tales of Hoffmann by Opera Australia was amazing as a full opera.
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Clockwise from front left:
(Photo above, courtesy of Elspeth McIntosh - Kirilie Blythman 
as Hélène, Irving Dekterev as Paris, Anna Whitehead as Bacchis,
Nicole Patsika as Venus and Frederica Cunningham as Minerva.

Highlights of this production included Irving Dekterev as Paris who will soon be performing with Opera Australia in Aida. His tenor voice was definitely worth hearing and his acting was great. Cameron Lukey performed his role as Calchas with great comic timing. Kirilie Blythman as Helen did a good overall job and should do well in her unfolding opera career. Trevor Maitland was also a highlight as the foppish, gay looking husband of Helen, as Menelas.
This production is directed by Greg Eldridge and Conducted by Katharine Parton with performances by some of Australia’s best  up and coming artists. This production has a new English adaptation written for Lyric Opera of Melbourne. The set was done by Anna Cameron and consisted of a few multi purpose boxes, black backdrop, and other props. It is a shame that the lovely stained glass panels of the chapel and other architectural features weren’t on display. The myriad costumes were designed by Hannah Cuthbertson. She did a great job in sourcing and creating all the costumes for the production. 
This is well worth seeing as a lighthearted and fun piece of entertaining operetta.

There are performances at Chapel off Chapel on August 21, 23, 25, 27, 29 at 7.30 pm. Bookings are on 03 8290 7000 or www.chapeloffchapel.com.au
To Sponsor future productions with a tax deductible donation you can contact Elspeth McIntosh on 03 9824 4155 or highonarts@iprimus.com.au
http://lyricopera-melbourne.blogspot.com/
