Eugene Onegin is Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s most popular opera; the other is The Queen of Spades. He was born in Votkinsk in 1840 and died aged only 53. This work is typical of his obsession with “the ravages of fate”, and death themes he pursued in his six symphonies the most well known being the “Pathetique”. Well known also are his ballets Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, and the Nutcracker. 
This austerely designed Metropolitan Opera production with its set and furniture all placed outside on a bed of autumn leaves re-arranged by peasant village girls sweeping brooms was spacious light and quite beautiful. The costumes went from washed out to exotic as the story progressed. 
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Basically the story of a poor peasant girl being passed over by the wealthy socialite Eugene Onegin, his involvement in the death of her sister’s lover, with the rejected poor girl making good marrying a Prince. Onegin returns from his wayward travels and attempts to win back the heart of the now happily married woman he dismissed years earlier. It ends happily for her, with her rejection of Onegin and his wanton lifestyle.
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The performances by the cast were fabulous in this tale of tragic love and death. Renee Fleming was brilliant as Tatiana. Ramon Vargas and Sergei Aleksashkin were also a highlight of this production. It was great to see another brilliant production by the Metropolitan Opera in New York.
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Cast and Crew
Valery Gergiev (conductor) and The Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and Chorus.

Dmitri Hvorostovsky (Onegin), Ramon Vargas (Lenski), Renee Fleming (Tatiana), Elena Zaremba (Olga), Svetlana Volkova (Larina), Larisa Shevchenko (Filippyevna), Sergei Aleksashkin (Gremin), Jean-Paul Fouchecourt (Triquet), Richard Bernstein (Zaretski), Keith Miller (A captain).
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