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Beethoven’s only opera opened tonight at Melba Hall Melbourne University for an all too brief 5 show season to an enthusiastic crowd and of course its dedicated followers. 
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Curiously, there is no such person as Fidelio, he is really a woman named Leonore hell-bent on finding and rescuing her nobleman lover Florestan imprisoned by the evil Don Pizarro. Marzelline, the prison masters Rocco's daughter, has become besotted by "Fidelio", not realizing "he" is really a woman (Leonore), and to further complicate everything, Jaquino is in love and stalking Marzelline (who loves Fidelio...a woman??).
There you have the basis of most cross-dressing opera's, not strange at all ???

Lets talk about the complex plot and performance thankfully narrated by Michael Strong.

Suzanne Ribet the "archetypical tragique heroine" Leonore has done amazing shows for this very special company, most recently Lucia di Lammermoor (see >latest reviews< archives), in the BMW Edge theatre at Federation Square.
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Suzanne

Kerrie

Blonde heartthrob Marco Cinque plays love-struck Jaquino (see Attila MCO) very well.
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 Marco as Jaquino

His obsession, Marzelline (Paula Coster) sings beautifully in this concert performance.
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Paula


   Melodee

Don Pizarro, Gary Rowley typically remonstrates severely again (see also Attila MCO).
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Gary as Don Pizarro
    Jerzy as Rocco       Sam as Florestan
    Ian as Don Fernando
The mixed MCO Chorus of some 23 singers are exceptional as to be expected from this chorally outstanding company! Every production from MCO is of exceptional high standard, quality and integrity, and we wouldn't miss any of their precious offerings to Melbourne's rich opera scene. Go see this (and every production from now on) by MCO. There is no set or costumes, but who cares as this is music at its best, opera at its purest, and the brilliant MCO Orchestra was again superbly conducted by Erich Fackert.

Link to their website ( http://www.melbournecityopera.com.au/
