Guggenheim Collection – 1940’s to Now

Well, at last a show of strength and direction at the NGV. Yours truly (the opera boys no less) are now embarking on serious art (and design), as an integral part of our serious quality journey of music and visual art.

Our qualifications are many in this “new” area of pursuit of excellence.

Past shows have been in the Prado Madrid, Louvre and Gae Aulenti’s Musee D’Orsay in Paris, Tate London, Uffizi Florence, Peggy’s Guggenheim in Venice, the Vatican collection Rome, MOMA and the Metropolitan, Whitney, and of course the “Gugg” in NYC USA. Since its renovations some years back, the unfairly named “toilet cistern shaped” Guggenheim in NYC has embarked on traveling shows with overseas galleries, this being one such extravaganza exhibition.
The last time I saw a Gilbert and George was at the Palmer Art Museum in State College Pennsylvania, before that the old Tate in London, and the first was the live underneath the arches performance at NGV in the early seventies. Saw all the Warhol’s in one day (including films and the mirrored pillows room) at his own art gallery in Pittsburgh in the mid nineties, after many exhibits in the NGVictoria, and NGAustralia, not forgetting the seminal “Mao Tze Tung’s” show at George Moira’s Tolarno, St Kilda, Melbourne.

Art and Design reviews for galleries in San Sebastian, Barcelona, Madrid Spain, Canberra, Western Australia, New South Wales, Tasmania, and Adelaide, also regional shows such as the Mildura Sculpture in Victoria. Enough of the experience, now did we LOVE the show, YES, simply because someone decided to bring these familiar and emerging artist’s works to Australia, and it was the good old NGV (once again!) thanks. Someone has to bring the art-world to us, because it’s all happening long distances from Oz. What’s happening here is well covered by the local galleries such as the 50 years old this year from “Australian Galleries” in Collingwood, to fledgling spaces like Pollock Gallery in Richmond Victoria. So once again Melbournians, save yourself an overseas air-fare, for a mere A$20 go see what’s happening ( USA,UK and the rest of the art-world) here at home in the good old (but Victorian naughty and progressive) National Gallery Victoria Australia.
The Opera Boys Melbourne Australia
“This is the first opportunity for an Australian audience to see the Guggenheim’s holdings of pop, minimalist and contemporary art … I doubt very much that such an opportunity will arise again in our lifetimes. Bringing this show to Australia is very much part of our mission to reach an increasingly diverse international audience.”

Lisa Dennison, Director of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York
 
“It is the art of our time. A who’s who of acclaimed artists from every decade, including Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko, Roy Lichtenstein, Gilbert & George, Andy Warhol, Jeff Koons and Cindy Sherman as well as many significant artists whose work has never been seen before in Australia.”
Dr Gerard Vaughan, Director, National Gallery of Victoria
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Guggenheim Collection: 1940s to Now.The most important exhibition of postwar and contemporary art ever to be held in Australia is exclusive to Melbourne from the internationally renowned Guggenheim Museums. This 4th exhibition in the Melbourne Winter Masterpieces series brings masterworks from the 20th & 21st centuries to the National Gallery of Victoria, revealing the evolution of art from the 1940s, with iconic works from every decade to the present.
“The range and power of this collection will amaze and delight viewers," 

NGV Director Gerard Vaughan.

Coordinated & Curated by NGV’s Amy Barclay, as a joint collaboration with the Guggenheim, the exhibition includes 85+ works 68 artists 22 nationalities from Guggenheim’s collections in New York, Venice, Bilbao and Berlin. The works are sometimes overwhelming in size or in the subjects they tackle, including the personal, the political and the popular and includes a variety of media - paintings, works on paper, sculpture, photographs, and new media...

“It is the first time works from the Guggenheim Museum have been seen in Victoria, and no other venue in the world will present this exhibition it is a great coup for Melbourne. That it has come to Melbourne is an indication of the NGV’s reputation of staging exhibitions of international significance,” “This exhibition will enthrall visitors with works which range from beautiful to confronting, and will help them understand the development of art over the past seventy years,”


Tony Ellwood, former NGV Deputy Director 
Andy WARHOL

Electric Chair 1971 (detail)

ten silkscreens on paper, ed. 193/250

89.5 x 121.9 cm (each) 

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

Gift, Mr. Peter M. Brant, 1973  

© Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts/ARS, New York. Licensed by VISCOPY Australia

Jeff KOONS

Sandwiches (from EasyFun-Ethereal) 2000

oil on canvas

304.8 x 426.7 cm

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

Commissioned by Deutsche Bank AG in consultation with the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation for the Deutsche Guggenheim, Berlin

© Jeff Koons

Jackson POLLOCK

Untitled (Green Silver) (ca. 1949)
enamel and aluminum paint on paper on mounted on canvas

57.8 x 78.1 cm

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York 

Gift, Sylvia and Joseph Slifka, 2004  

© The Pollock-Krasner Foundation/ARS, New York. Licensed by VISCOPY Australia

 Mark ROTHKO

Untitled 1947

oil on canvas

121.0 x 90.1 cm

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York 

Gift, The Mark Rothko Foundation, Inc., 1986  

© Kate Rothko Prizel and Christopher Rothko/ARS, New York. Licensed by VISCOPY Australia

GILBERT & GEORGE

Dream 1984

black-and-white and hand-coloured photographs
20 panels, 243.8 x 254 cm overall

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

Gift, C.E.D.E.F., S.A., Geneva, 1986

© Gilbert & George, courtesy of Jay Jopling and White Cube (London)
Roy Lichtenstein’s pop-art image of massive machinery and soldiers evoking war (specifically Vietnam War) and the modern industrial machine.
Roy LICHTENSTEIN

Preparedness 1968

oil and Magna on canvas, three panels

304.8 x 183 cm (each); 304.8 x 548.7 cm (overall)

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

© Estate of Roy Lichtenstein/LICHTENSTEIN, New York. Licensed by VISCOPY Australia
Willem de KOONING

...Whose Name Was Writ in Water 1975

oil on canvas

195.0 x 223.0 cm

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

© 2007 The Willem de Kooning Foundation/ARS, New York. Licensed by VISCOPY Australia

Claes OLDENBURG

Soft Pay-Telephone 1963 
vinyl filled with kapok, mounted on painted wood panel

118.2 x 48.3 x 22.8 cm

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York

Gift, Ruth and Philip Zierler in memory of their dear departed son, William S. Zierler, 1980  

© Courtesy Oldenburg/van Bruggen Studio, New York
THE ARTISTS 
	Marina Abramović Yugoslavian 1946– 
	Helen Frankenthaler American 1928– 
	Heinz Mack German 1931– 
	Mark Rothko Russian/American 1903–1970 

	Yaacov Agam Israeli 1928– 
	Alberto Giacometti Swiss 1901–1966 
	Piero Manzoni Italian 1933–1963 
	Fred Sandback American 1943–2003 

	Carl Andre American 1935– 
	Gilbert & George Gilbert Proesch Italian/English 1943– George Passmore English 1942– 
	Robert Mapplethorpe American 1946–89 
	George Segal American 1924–2000 

	Karel Appel Dutch 1921–2006 
	Felix Gonzalez–Torres Cuban/American 1957–1996 
	Agnes Martin Canadian/American 1912– 
	Richard Serra American 1939– 

	Matthew Barney American 1967– 
	Adolph Gottlieb American 1903–1974 
	Matta (Roberto Sebastián Antonio Matta Echaurren) Chilean 1912–2002 
	Cindy Sherman American 1954– 

	William Baziotes American 1912–63 
	Philip Guston American 1913–80 
	Paul McCarthy American 1945– 
	Jesús Rafael Soto Venezuelan 1923–2005 

	James Casebere American 1953– 
	Ann Hamilton American 1956– 
	Robert Morris American 1931– 
	Pierre Soulages French 1919– 

	Maurizio Cattelan Italian 1960– 
	Sarah Anne Johnson Canadian 1976– 
	Robert Motherwell American 1915–91 
	Beat Streuli Swiss 1957– 

	Nigel Cooke English 1973– 
	Asger Jorn Danish 1914–1973 
	Dave Muller American 1964– 
	Jean Tinguely Swiss 1925–91 

	Gregory Crewdson American 1962– 
	Donald Judd American 1928–94 
	Bruce Nauman American 1941– 
	Joaquín Torres–García Uruguayan 1874–1949 

	Willem de Kooning Dutch/American 1904–97 
	Ellsworth Kelly American 1923– 
	Isamu Noguchi American 1904–88 
	Günther Uecker German 1930– 

	Thomas Demand German 1964– 
	Yves Klein French 1928–62 
	Kenneth Noland American 1924– 
	Adriana Varejão Brazilian 1964– 

	Jean Dubuffet French 1901–85 
	Jeff Koons American 1955– 
	Claes Oldenburg Swedish/American 1929– 
	Victor Vasarely Hungarian/French 1908–97 

	Olafur Eliasson Danish 1967– 
	Wifredo Lam Cuban 1902–82 
	Jules Olitski Ukrainian/American 1922–2007 
	Suling Wang Taiwanese/English 1968– 

	Elger Esser German 1967 – 
	Sol LeWitt American 1928–2007 
	Nam June Paik Korean/American 1932–2006 
	Andy Warhol American 1928–87 

	Dan Flavin American 1933–96 
	Roy Lichtenstein American 1923–97 
	Jackson Pollock American 1912–56 
	Lawrence Weiner American 1942– 

	Lucio Fontana Argentinian/Italian 1899–1968 
	Morris Louis American 1912–62 
	Robert Rauschenberg American 1925– 
	Rachael Whiteread English 1963– 


10am - 5pm from 30 June-7 October 5pm - 9pm Wednesdays from 4 July
Adults $20 / Concession $16 / Family $50 / NGV Members $16 Members Family $40. For more exhibition information visit  (  www.ngv.vic.gov.au
 

