Urban Display Suite 
by High Performance Company (Michael Dalley)
Urban Display (Sweet!) REVIEW “the musical with a high rate of interest”. Opening nite Tues 3 Jan2012 @ MTC Theatre Lawler Studio Southbank. That’s how they describe the show we have substituted SWEET as descriptive into the true show title of URBAN DISPLAY SUITE. 

Cast photo by Mike Emmett.
“We don’t usually do musicals” but lately thanks to the excellent Love never Dies (Phantom of the Opera Pt2) production we have made another exception. Spoken word is not our forte; and, as Melbourne has more than enough well read/well bred critics already doing plays and musicals we leave it to them. Opera, Ballet, Dance, Circus, and the odd avant-garde event/performance outdoors, and in art galleries occasionally is our market. This show tonite tempted us to stray into the netherworld of musicals, due mainly to its audacity in tackling the global problem of following the crowd keeping up with the Jones’s. 
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Being invited to review something at Melbourne Theatre Co’s shiny black, glass, white water-pipe clad showpiece new space we were impressed at the “no numbered seat ticketing”, the smartly modern attractive crowd (apologies to our conservative opera-goer friends) and the general friendly welcome. Do musical theatre goers actually enjoy going out and having a laugh? Inside we chose row 2 leaving row 1 free for the late-comers … this performance looked suspiciously audience interactive, and it was.
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Opening with a grand piano, later joined by a piano accordionist; this revamped new songs sedition (no that’s not a spelling mistake) leapt literally into action. Four sharply dressed, threateningly suburban, real-estate dealers stingingly plied their wares. No-one was going to be safe here tonite as this bunch of Sellers proceeded to Peter our idea of taste, style, and success. On a fashionably minimal white empty, except for large letters spelling D.I.S.P.L.A.Y, stage-set backed with “tasteful apartments “ projected images, the silver-grey ad red suited foursome attacked our every more, deliciously. 
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The audience under attack cringingly loved it as every thing we desired had in our homes our choice of schools cars etc was shredded in song and dance. Excellently choreographed “by a gay lad down from Sydney” a succession of cleverly worded witty cutting songs @ MTC Theatre Lawler Studio Southbank parodied our collective lifestyles. Our particular favorites were “Only 40 minutes for a latte”, Nobody at my (stylish) party, Up-market Woman Down-market Man, Whenever I Move to a Place its Cool”. From the opening song White Collar Job through the 15 savagely accurate hilarious satirical cavalcades of songs such as Shit Art of Mornington Peninsular to the eventual final disappointment of I Wanna Be Tasteless, this show rocked.
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We have to mention Display Village Queen and its male counterpart  Auction Cowboy (Ballad of) as top of the pops tonite for their ironic truthfulness, please go along and drag a pretentious friend or three (if of course you have one) and LYFAO laugh your *%$# arse off (ass in American) we sure did. A packed house, this already heavily booked show was performed in an earlier different song version at 45 Downstairs and The Adelaide Festival a year or so back. New songs, brilliant dancing, and a real showpiece. Thank you for giving us slaves to fashion and opera a gr8 laugh and fun nite out, we promise to tell our snobbier friends that we hated it ok?
FABULoSLY SUNG SPOKEN & DANCED BY: Sharon Davis, Gabrielle Quin, Lyall Brooks, and writer Michael Dalley with music and accompanist by John Thorn.
TASTEFUL OF COURSE SET by Emily Barrie LIGHTING Michael Jewell TOP PRODUCTION by Jesse Cain.
Links
www.urbandisplaysuite.com
www.mtc.com.au
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