Opera in the park
‘Some Enchanted Opera’
Young artiste/fashionista  Cameron Menzies mentioned that that after  working with his (and our) Facebook friend/ performance artiste/singer  Max Sharam, he  was going to be "doing" an Opera in the Park special, we hoped it would be for Lyric Opera. We first met Cameron when he was working on Handel's opera Orlando for Lyric Opera at Chapel off Chapel theatre Prahran Melbourne. Back here in Oz from his sojourn working for Berlin Staatsopera, he is still a practising "apprentice in theatre arts" employee with the huge national Opera Australia Company.

Saturday night's opera in concert performance had been delayed two weeks due to the 115F heatwave and wildfire's raging around Melbourne in which 209 people perished and 2000+ homes were destroyed. Tonight the weather and atmosphere in Victoria Gardens couldn't be better. Tony and I made our way through the "anything- but -blanket -on- the -ground "crowd of 500 to our space in front of the mixing desk. 

Mayor of Stonnington & “Lyric Operator" Mr Claude Ullin welcomed us all, introduced the night before handing over control to Ceremonies maestro Ms Julie Houghton. Special guest mezzo-soprano Sally Ann Russel, soprano's Melanie Adams & Nicole Car, P/T hairdresser baritone Phillip Calcagno, and Facebook friend tenor Jacob Cane.

The mixed "neighbourhood snobbish yachting” early to arrive locals were already propped up in their (more red wine, of course darling) bottle holder in the armrest signature dark green fold-up deck chairs.  Sitting up high in front of the blanket sitters the identical blonde haired women, sporting their own hideous expensive (tax-write-off boutique) designed yacht- motif windbreakers and jacket tops obscured the view. Holiday scarves, accessorised with fake-tanned over-groomed business husbands stretched toward the stage for all to admire.

They were "all there darling" (hopefully) to launch Lyric's Opera season (and wildfire's benefit), and not because they missed out on tickets, like we did, to a certain un-named conductor 's Carmina Burana in Melbourne's Hamer Hall.  Well we are in good company missing that pretentious drivel, as a certain Patron, and a Lady, who dislikes Richard Gill and his approach to opera also didn’t go to the Hamer Hall Concert, and she will also miss Don Giovanni in the rundown National Theatre in St Kilda. Normally we know someone in an opera - going crowd, alas not tonight.

A new demographic has been achieved, lets hope these "Sloane Ranger's" will continue their tasteful support of the company at the box office for Purcell's Dido and Aeneas the next production.  

Lots of good songs on the night, THE 2 famous French duets Lakme's Flower Duet  (Delibes) by Sally -Ann Russell and

Nicole Car, the 2 men did Bizet's Pearlfishers “in depths of the Temple". Three Mozart's and 2 Rossini's later, after interval 4 Puccini's another Cosi -Mozart, and a fab Massenet by Melanie, not forgetting the ubiquitous Bizet's Habanera (Carmen). Phillip Calcagno did two Barbers (0f Seville) & Marriage of Figaro. Jacob Cane & Nicole Car copped the 3 La Boheme duets. In a nutshell it was a brilliant collection of favourites by our favourite fun singers from Lyric Opera Melbourne.  Rick Prakhoff conducted Australia National Academy of Music Orchestra and the girls wore some great frocks designed by my old art-school party mate, the lovely Jenny Bannister.
An operatic quandary exists in Melbourne, as the largest State funded  "opera company" continues to perform concert versions while struggling unfunded small and exciting companies do not even have a theatre, let alone rent to put a full opera on in. Why is it that starving young opera talent needs to woo the business gentility to be able to perform? 

Lyric Opera of Melbourne

Project: Season of Opera at Chapel Off Chapel - The Daughter of the Regiment and Avatar in 2009.
www.stonnington.vic.gov.au/opera
Ph. 03 8290 1333 for details of the upcoming season.

