La Rondine (The Swallow) is an opera in three acts by Giacomo Puccini to an Italian libretto by Giuseppe Adami, based on a libretto by Alfred Maria Willner and Heinz Reichert. It was first performed at the Grand Théâtre de Monte Carlo (or the Théâtre du Casino) in Monte Carlo on 27 March 1917.
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This opera was originally commissioned in Vienna but was first performed in Monte Carlo due to World War 1. There were 3 different versions with different endings of this comic opera which was designed to be in the style of Rosenkavalier only more entertaining and organic.
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This New York production at the Met was filmed for global audiences (in about 30 countries), and also for many US schools to see. This was the 5th in the current season. The Met used a joint production of the Royal Opera House and the Théâtre du Capitole de Toulouse directed by Nicolas Joël.
This amazing and lavish Art Deco style production starred real life husband and wife team Angela Gheorghiu and Roberto Alagna in an opera that is seldom performed in comparison to Puccini’s more established operas such as La Boheme, Madame Butterfly, Tosca, and Turandot.
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Gheorghiu plays a kept woman who gambles on true love, and Alagna is the man who makes her question the cost of her extravagant existence. Nicolas Joel directs the new show of this tuneful love story.
The conductor Marco Armiliato did a brilliant job as did the seasoned performance team of Angela Gheorghiu and Roberto Alagna. Lisette Oropesa was very convincing as an impish and naughty maid, and her lover played by Marius Brenciu was great.
It is well worth seeing these amazing productions from the Metropolitan Opera from New York. You also receive behind the scenes featurettes with famous opera singers such as Renee Fleming (for this production) and Placido Domingo.

For screening times in Australia ( www.themetinaustralia.info
http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/Film/Release/MetOpera.htm
