La Boheme by MOC.

March 5th 2008

Tonight we attended Puccini’s La Boheme (the bohemian) by the Melbourne Opera Company at the beautiful old Athenaeum Theatre, in Collins Street. 
THE STORY
Four guys, artistes, share an attic in freezing Paris, and two have girlfriends. Poet Rodolfo loves Mimi, and painter Marcello loves on again off again girlfriend Musetta.  Flat mates, musician Schaunard and philosopher Colline also inhabit the story. The guys spend their lives dodging the landlord collecting the rent. They sing, dance, drink, and party, whilst trying to save Mimi from her impending death from tuberculosis. Simple, realistic, contemporary plot, with simply stunning music, and with some of the most famous arias ever written. A major Australian film version several years back by Baz Luhrmann starred the Singing AND Dancing with the Stars tenor David Hobson.
SET AND PLAYERS

The set consisted of brick walls with a jagged top to let in a star filled backdrop. A field hospital bed, old tin wood heater, a drape over a large window and assorted old furniture filled out the room. The struggling artists typical run down squat of a dwelling in the Latin Quarter of Bohemian Paris.

The basic set was reconfigured for the market scene with a verandah added into a street-scape.

A large iron gate was added to this basic set for the scene with the street sweepers as well as a snow covered Bar. 

The set is designed to be installed in touring venues which it would be well suited.

The casting for opening night was a little unusual. Musetta seems to have escaped from the La Traviata set with its dancing and warbling diva. Roy Best is a little old for a young Bohemian artist even though he has a great tenor voice as Rodolfo. Eddie Muliaumaseali’I was an interesting choice as Colline, but would be better suited in Porgy and Bess or in Showboat, which he has done in the past. He had a lovely bass voice in this production. 
THE STARS
Mimi (soprano) – Alison Rae Jones.
Musetta (soprano) – Maxine Montgomery.
Rodolfo (tenor) – Roy Best.
Marcello (baritone) – Phillip Calcagno.
Schaunard (baritone) – Laurence Meikle.
Colline (bass) – Eddie Muliaumaseali’i.
N.B. – Alternate casts for other nights. This was the opening night cast.
Is well worth seeing here in Melbourne or as the touring show. There are 3 alternate casts for the main players which will suit many different tastes.
Web link for further details about MOC and South East Regional Touring Opera  ( http://www.melbourneopera.com/
